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In the eyes of the world, who was Simeon?  In a word: nobody.  In saying this, I intend 

no disrespect toward Simeon.  But the simple fact is that, aside from the one story in today’s 

Gospel, the pages of history are silent about this man.  We know virtually nothing about him.  

No one thought it important to record the details of his life for posterity. 

 

For example, we don’t know where or when he was born.  Likewise, we don’t know 

where or when he died, whether he had friends and family, or what his profession might have 

been.  Was he tall or short?  Wealthy or poor?  A hard worker or a slacker?  We have no idea.  A 

biographer examining the life of Simeon, with so many missing details, would have to conclude 

that this man had little significance in his era and practically no significance in our day and age.   

 

Nevertheless, for Christians, the sparse scraps of information we do have about this man 

named Simeon are precious, because they reveal so very much about Jesus.  And as they do so, 

they reveal important truths about us as well.  First, Luke’s Gospel tells us that Simeon was a 

“righteous and devout” man upon whom the Holy Spirit rested.  Just think about that!  One of the 

biggest quarrels in the early Christian Church concerned whether the Holy Spirit could work 

within a person’s life before baptism, or only sometime after baptism.  This text seems to 

conclusively settle that dispute.  Simeon hadn’t been baptized.  There was no Christian church.  

Just a little baby named Jesus.  And yet the Holy Spirit was there, guiding, directing, informing, 

influencing, and shaping this man Simeon. 

 

This should give you great hope!  If the Holy Spirit could be active in Simeon’s life, 

don’t you think the Holy Spirit is active in yours?  Maybe you have a son or daughter who has 

fallen away from the faith.  And maybe you worry that your loved one’s rejection of the Church 

has the inevitable consequence of God rejecting your loved one.  I do not think that’s the case at 

all.  In the Holy Spirit, I believe God is patiently working on all of us – believers and 

unbelievers, righteous and unrighteous, baptized and unbaptized, members and nonmembers.  

Even when we don’t know God, God knows us.  And even if we give up on God, God does not 

give up on us.  So hold onto hope!  In the Holy Spirit, God relentlessly and lovingly pursues us.  

Sometimes we see this in big, flashy moments, but in my experience God usually works through 

quiet and seemingly insignificant events that only makes sense somewhere far down the road. 

 

In the case of Simeon, the Holy Spirit’s influence manifested itself in two ways.  One was 

a promise that Simeon would not die before he had laid eyes upon the Messiah, the Anointed 

One, the Christ – the one God promised to send for the salvation of humanity – the one 

generations of God’s people had been waiting for. 
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The second thing the Holy Spirit did in Simeon’s life was to put him in position to realize 

that promise, by guiding him to the temple.  I doubt Simeon had any clue what was going to 

happen to him on the day described in our Gospel.  After all, our text implies that Simeon was 

old.  In his life, how many times had he gotten up and made that very same walk to the temple?  I 

would imagine hundreds and hundreds of times.  It had probably become routine – something he 

consistently did just because he sensed it was the right thing to do and the right place to be.  But I 

doubt he expected much to happen that day.  Sound familiar?  Have you felt the Holy Spirit 

prodding you to be more regular in your church attendance?  Maybe like Simeon you have come 

here week after week, not entirely sure why, and with few expectations.  Do you do it out of a 

sense of tradition or duty?  Do you do it to keep peace in the family?  Well maybe – just maybe - 

it’s the Holy Spirit, quietly and subtly putting you in position to have a life-changing encounter, 

like Simeon, with your Messiah. 

 

How do you think Simeon expected his encounter with the Messiah would take place?  

Perhaps, like many others, he pictured his Messiah as a great warrior who would sweep into 

Jerusalem atop a mighty warhorse at the head of a powerful army.  Or maybe, there in the 

temple, he expected his Messiah to come to him in the form of a wise and renowned teacher – 

someone like the chief rabbi or a wild-eyed prophet.  At the very least, maybe Simeon 

anticipated that the Messiah’s coming would be punctuated by howling winds, earthquakes, and 

a burning bush or two – something that would be unmistakable in its divine power and fury. 

 

Maybe that’s the sort of Messiah you’ve been searching for too.  Maybe you’ve been 

looking for some sort of explosive, unmistakable sign from above that you need to make a 

change in your life.  But that divine message will likely come to you more subtly, as in the wise 

advice of a friend or family member.  And maybe instead of a burning bush, you’ve been looking 

for a blazing neon sign that affirms Jesus’s acceptance of you.  But maybe the Holy Spirit is 

working today through this simple sermon, and what you really need to hear is this pastor gently 

telling you that Jesus loves you unconditionally and forever, because Jesus does. 

 

Simeon’s encounter with his Messiah could not have happened in a more unexpected 

way.  He showed up at the temple, guided by the Spirit, only to cross paths with an ordinary 

husband and wife and their infant son.  They were there to undertake a purity ritual commanded 

under the Levitical law.  It was a scene that probably played out in the temple dozens of times or 

more every week.  And yet something about this one was different – something that could not be 

explained but only felt - something only the Holy Spirit could reveal. 

 

In Jesus, the Holy Spirit’s promise to Simeon was fulfilled.  As Simeon took the infant 

Jesus in his arms, he knew he held salvation itself.  Here was the long-awaited Messiah!  It was 

all so overwhelming for Simeon – the culmination of a lifetime of hopes and dreams.  Simeon 

responded with sheer bliss.  We might summarize his words this way: “God, now I can die.  

Everything I’ve ever wanted is here in my hands.  You’ve kept your promise to me and to all 

humanity – Jews and Gentiles alike.  You’ve finally sent us the savior you’ve promised for 

centuries to send.  Our light and our glory is here.” 
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Have you ever felt this degree of fulfillment, relief, and joy?  Have you ever said, “Now 

that this has happened, my life is complete; if God takes me this night, it will have been a very, 

very good life”?  That is how Simeon reacted to his encounter with the infant Jesus.  God’s 

promise was kept.  Salvation had arrived.  And neither Simeon, all the generations that followed 

him, nor even creation itself would ever be the same again. 

 

When the great histories of our day and age are someday written, far in the future, will 

any of us here today merit more than a word or two?  The historians and biographers of the 

future may look at the sparse record of our lives and conclude that we, like Simeon, were of little 

importance.  Nevertheless, this very day, your Savior is coming to you.  During Holy 

Communion, you, like Simeon, will even be able to hold him in your hands.  Indeed, in the 

broader scope of history, we may be insignificant.  But as Simeon’s story reminds us, in the eyes 

of Jesus, we are everything.  Today, your savior comes to you.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  


