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Grace Lutheran Church 

The Rev. P. Stevens Lynn – Sermon 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 

Second Sunday of Advent – Mark 1:1-8 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ      

Amen. 

 Here comes that strange little man again!  Every September, during the first 

weeks of school here at our Preschool and Kindergarten, that’s what I hear as I 

walk through our halls with our children.  It takes a few weeks for them to become 

accustomed to seeing me – a little man – so for those first weeks I hear, “Here 

comes that different man again!”   

 We could say the same thing about John the Baptist.  That strange and 

different man is here again.  Every Christmas, he shows up like some embarrassing 

relative whom nobody wants to claim, and he won’t leave.  Why does this different 

man, John, always intrude into our Christmas preparations?  Why does he always 

thunder into our lives with his “in your face” message, of repentance?  We travel 

30 years into the future from Jesus’ birth to hear this harangue.  And then we find 

this strange and different man out in the wilderness.  Picture him standing there 

with his unkempt hair and scraggly beard, dressed in a camel’s hair coat – And it’s 
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not from Jos. A. Bank either, it’s a mangy, ratting looking thing.  And then his diet 

– locusts and wild honey – talk about different.  John breaks every mold we have 

when we think of Christmas, yet every year he shows up.  This different man 

comes every year to tell us that God can and does speak to us in different ways.  

Sometimes God speaks to us in the still small voice of prayer – and sometimes 

even in the silence of prayer.  But, sometimes God speaks to us in thunder.  In 

today’s Gospel, God uses thundering John to get our attention.  John stands just on 

the outskirts of Christmas and he thunders his message of “Prepare yourselves – 

Repent” to remind us that Christmas is not all about trees and greens and lights and 

presents and parties – No!  Christmas is about something different – about 

something God has never done before.  Christmas is about God bringing about a 

new paradigm of life and salvation for all people. And that life and salvation begin 

in the wilderness of repentance.   

 There will not be salvation without judgment, and there certainly cannot be 

salvation without forgiveness.  So John’s message is very important.  Without 

forgiveness no one is able to approach God.  And a major way – the best way – 

forgiveness is experienced is through repentance – and “Repent” is what John in 

his thundering voice is calling us to do.  Many people in John’s day felt little need 

to repent.  I think that’s true today as well.  But the truth is:  all of us are sinners 

and fall far short of what God expects.  No matter the quality or quantity of our 
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faith, no matter how much work one does in the church or how much one gives 

financially – all of us – fall short of what God expects.  You do, and so do I.  We 

need to repent. 

 But it takes courage to repent.   To admit that I need to do better.  To admit I 

am wrong. To admit I need to change my behavior and my attitude.  To say, I’m 

sorry, please forgive me – to a friend or to a family member and to God – takes 

courage and faith.  But confession and repentance always leads to new life.  That’s 

a different message than the world will ever tell you – but it’s true.  Repentance – 

turning around, changing directions can lead to new life. 

 This year, on an October day, Cindy Fritz and Sharon Schultz and I went to 

Barkers Tree Farm in Alexandria, down by Water Street, to pick our two Christmas 

trees.  On the way, we were driving along Route 45, through Spruce Creek, and all 

of a sudden, Sharon, who was sitting in the back seat, proclaimed, “There’s an 

eagle!”  I said, “What?”  And she said, “I just saw an eagle!”  I kept driving – and 

because all she could see was the back of my head – I rolled my eyes.  “Really, I 

saw an eagle,” she boldly proclaimed.  I said, “Sharon, I have no doubt you just 

saw a big bird, but I’m pretty sure it wasn’t an eagle.  It was probably a hawk.”  

Then I looked into the mirror so I could see her and she could see my face.  She 

looked right at me and said, “I saw an eagle!”  She was dead serious.  So I thought 

– I know Sharon Schultz.  She is smart, she has a lot of common sense – I value 
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her opinion – I believe her.  So, I stopped the car and made a U-Turn and I turned 

around.  We drove back – and by golly!  There was a bald eagle – sitting in a tree 

watching Spruce Creek as it flowed by – I’m sure looking for fish – for a trout.  

Cindy jumped out before I even stopped the car and started taking pictures.  The 

eagle sat for a few seconds glaring at us and then soared down but only went a 

short distance to another tree.  Must have been a productive spot.  But I saw an 

eagle that day!  Because I know Sharon and trust her, I turned around.  I changed 

course and I saw something I’ll never forget. My life was enriched for the better.  I 

changed direction because I trusted her.  That’s what confession and repentance 

can do.  Repentance and confession can turn us around.  They can help us change 

to behaviors and attitudes that are more life giving. Trust Jesus, to lead you to a 

new and better way.  Trust Jesus and turn around.  Start new behaviors that are 

honest and genuine and life giving.  Start with repentance and confession to 

anyone who needs to hear it from you and then repent and confess to Jesus.  Trust 

Jesus.  Then in some aspect of your life take stock and change direction.  It will be 

good for you.  For without confession and repentance, forgiveness can feel hollow 

and cheap.  But with repentance, not only is there forgiveness but there is also new 

life with wholeness and joy and fulfillment. 

 John the Baptist’s call to repentance is a call to change directions and turn 

around.  It’s Advent.  Jesus is coming.  The Baby Jesus is new life offering new 
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life.  As we kneel before this little baby, we’ll eventually have to stand up and turn 

around.  As you kneel at the Communion rail, eventually, you have to stand up and 

turn around.  That’s what repentance means – to turn around – to turn from past 

patterns and habits that are life taking and keep you from loving Jesus and loving 

neighbor with intentional fervor.  Old habits and patterns are hard to turn from, so 

avail yourself to all aspects of God’s grace – God’s help.  Prayer, worship, Holy 

Communion, service to your neighbor, fellowship with other Christians – Super 

Wednesday, Christmas dinner a week from Wednesday, Christmas Caroling, Out 

of the Cold.  God strengthens you and gives you a good sense of worth when you 

share God’s love and your concern with another who needs it. 

 Listen to the thunder in the desert. Prepare the royal highway.  Make it 

straight.  Repent of sins and life taking selfish behavior, repent of attitudes that 

exclude and are narrow.  Repent – Turn around from anything that divides and 

keeps you from Jesus and from loving neighbor.  Then know, know you are 

forgiven.  Jesus loves you.  Come to the manger, for it is God’s way of life and 

salvation for everyone in the world. This bold and risky God – who breaks into our 

world as a baby is in control. And this God loves you, loves everyone.  All will be 

well.   Amen.  

 


