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SUNDAY, April 5, 2020 

Palm Sunday 

Our Mission Statement:  “Grace Lutheran Church is energized by the Holy 

Spirit and nurtured  through God’s Word and Sacrament to gather, feed, and 

send people in the name of Jesus Christ.” 

A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. 

 

Matthew 21:8 
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HOW SWIFTLY THE MOOD CHANGES...for us this day!  This is the day 

when, in times of old, people shouted praises and greetings, "Hosanna to 

the Son of David!"  But, by sundown, already the shouts of "crucify" were 

being heard.  In the steady ride of the Christ, the faithfulness of God 

stands in stark contrast to the fickleness of God's children!  So on this 

day, what begins as a shout of joy soon quiets into a sober contemplation 

of the awesome events that are already beginning to unfold - for our sal-

vation! 

 

ABOUT TODAY’S THEME…Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus 

Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire 

to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ 

comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all 

we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a 

meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the 

completion of God’s astounding work.  

 

A WORD ON THE READINGS…The First Lesson: The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confi-

dence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic 

of the servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. The Second Lesson: Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend 

Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The per-

spective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship 

within the community of Christ. The Gospel Lesson: In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s 

will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the 

soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God.  

 

MOVING INTO THE DEATH AND TOWARD RESURRECTION...during Holy Week, the question about 

death should not be second-hand or academic for us.  We cannot be satisfied to ask what it meant to 

Jesus, to Peter, to Paul, or to Luther.  They are questions hungering for learned answers, to be sure.  

We must ask what death means for us in light of Holy Week and Easter.  We are challenged to hear the 

stories well, searching out the new insights that will bring a true shout of joy and some confident chang-

es in our lives...on Easter morning.  He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 

 

THE PASSION STORY...is today’s Gospel lesson and sermon.  Follow along as you hear the story.  See  

it with your mind’s eye.  Let it sink into your heart. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PROCESSIONAL WITH PALMS. 

                                                                            
 

Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Congregation:  Hosanna to the Son of David! 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, 

 that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those 

 mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting;  

 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  Hosanna to the Son of David! 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)  

 

PROCESSIONAL VERSE  (spoken) 

C: All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of  

     children made sweet hosannas ring. 

 
 

READING of the PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL……….…...…Matthew 21:1-11 
1
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2
saying to them, “Go into the 

village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 
3
If anyone says anything to 

you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immedi-

ately.” 
4
This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the proph-

et, saying,  
5
“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 

7
they brought the 

donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 
8
A 

very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church-State College, Pennsylvania   
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from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9
The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the 

highest heaven!”  
10

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in tur-

moil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11

The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 

Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

BLESSING OF PALMS 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was pro-

claimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches 

along his way.   Bless these branches and those who carry them.  Grant us 

grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death 

and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen.  Hosanna to the Son of David!  
 

PROCESSIONAL VERSE (spoken) 

C: All glory, laud, and honor to you redeemer, king, to whom the lips of  

     Children made sweet hosannas ring.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray 

C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent 

our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the 

cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will 
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and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

FIRST LESSON…………………………….Isaiah 50:4–9a (pew Bible p. 594)  
4
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how 

to sustain the weary with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens—wakens 

my ear to listen as those who are taught.  
5
The Lord God has opened my 

ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  
6
I gave my back to 

those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I 

did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  
7
The Lord God helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8
he who vindicates me is near.  

Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together.  Who are my  adver-

saries?  Let them confront me.  
9a

It is the Lord God who helps me; who will 

declare me guilty? 

 

PSALM 31:9-16  

P:     Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I | am in trouble; 
           my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
 
C:     For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
           my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are  
             consumed. 
 
P:     I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay 
             to | my acquaintances; 
         when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
 
C:     Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 
           I am as useless as a | broken pot.  
 
P:     For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
           they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
 
C:     But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O Lord. 
           I have said, “You | are my God. 
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P:     My times are | in your hand; 
           rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those  
             who | persecute me. 
 
C: Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

           save me in your | steadfast love.” 

 

SECOND LESSON…………………..…..Philippians 2:5–11  (pew Bible p. 954) 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

6
who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploit-

ed, 
7
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human like-

ness.  And being found in human form, 
8
he humbled himself and became obe-

dient to the point of death—even death on a cross.  
9
Therefore God also high-

ly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10

so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 
11

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

 

DISCUSSION OF THE LESSONS 

 

P:  HOLY GOSPEL……...…The Passion According to Matthew  26:14-27:66   
 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Narrator: Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the 

chief priests and said,  

 

Judas: “What will you give me if I betray him to you?”  

 

Narrator: They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began 

to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 

 

Disciples:  “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the 

Passover?”  
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Narrator: He said,  

 
Jesus: “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, 

My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’”  

 

Narrator: So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they pre-

pared the Passover meal. When it was evening, he took his place with the 

twelve; and while they were eating, he said,  

 

Jesus: “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 

 

Narrator:  And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one 

after another,  

 

Disciples: “Surely not I, Lord?”  

 

Narrator: He answered,  

 

Jesus: “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray 

me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by 

whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not 

to have been born.”  

 

Narrator:  Judas, who betrayed him, said,  

 

Judas: “Surely not I, Rabbi?”  

Narrator: He replied, 

 

Jesus: “You have said so.” 

 

Narrator: While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after bless-

ing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, 

 

Jesus: “Take, eat; this is my body.”  
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Narrator: Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying,  

 

Jesus: “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the  covenant, which is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of 

the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

 

Narrator: When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of  

Olives.Then Jesus said to them, 

 

Jesus; “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will 

strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised 

up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”  

 

Narrator: Peter said to him,  

 

Peter: “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.”  

 

Narrator: Jesus said to him, 

 

Jesus:  “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three 

times.”  

 

Narrator: Peter said to him,  

 

Peter: “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.”  

 

Narrator: And so said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,  

Jesus: “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”  

 

Narrator He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved 

and agitated. Then he said to them,  
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Jesus: “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 

me.”  

 

Narrator: And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 

prayed,  

 

Jesus: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I 

want but what you want.”  

 
Narrator: Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he 

said to Peter, 

 

Peter:  “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and 

pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, 

but the flesh is weak.”  

 

Narrator: Again he went away for the second time and prayed, 

 

Jesus:  “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 

 

Narrator: Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 

So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying 

the same words.  Then he came to the disciples and said to them,  

 

Jesus: “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, 

and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be 

going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

 

Narrator: While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with 

him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the 

elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,  

 

Judas: “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.”  

 

Narrator: At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
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Judas:  “Greetings, Rabbi!”  

 

Narrator: And he kissed him. Jesus said to him,  

 

Jesus: “Friend, do what you are here to do.”  

 

Narrator: Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Sud-

denly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck 

the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him,  

 

Jesus: “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he 

will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 

would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?”  

 

Narrator: At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,  

 

Jesus: “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I 

were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not 

arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets 

may be fulfilled.”  

 

Narrator: Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. Those who had ar-

rested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the 

scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a dis-

tance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with 

the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the 

whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they 

might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses 

came forward. At last two came forward and said,  

 

Witnesses: “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to 

build it in three days.’”  
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Narrator: The high priest stood up and said, 

 

Caiaphas: “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?”  

 

Narrator: But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, 

 

Caiaphas:  “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God.”  

 

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

 

Jesus: “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

Narrator: Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, 

 

Caiaphas: “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have 

now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?”  

 

Narrator: They answered,  

 

Council” “He deserves death.”  

 

Narrator: Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, 

saying, 

 

Council: “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” 

 

Narrator: Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came 

to him and said,  

 

Servant Girl” “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”  
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Narrator:  But he denied it before all of them, saying,  

 

Peter: “I do not know what you are talking about.” 

 

Narrator: When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and 

she said to the bystanders,  

 

Second Servant Girl: “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Narrator: Again he denied it with an oath,  

 

Peter: “I do not know the man.” 

 

Narrator: After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter,  

 

Bystanders: “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays 

you.”  

 

Narrator: Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, 

 

Peter: “I do not know the man!”  

 

NArrator: At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Je-

sus had said:  

 

Jesus: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.”  

 

Narrator: And he went out and wept bitterly. 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people con-

ferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound 

him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

 

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and 

brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. He 
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said,  

 

Judas: “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.”  

 

Narrator: But they said,  

 

Priests: “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 

 

Narrator:  Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; 

and he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of 

silver, said,  

 

Priests: “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood 

money.”  

 

Narrator: After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field 

as a place to bury foreigners. For this reason that field has been called the 

Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through 

the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of 

the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Isra-

el had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord com-

manded me.” 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, 

 

Pilate: “Are you the King of the Jews?”  

 

Narrator: Jesus said, 

 

Jesus: “You say so.”  

 

Narrator: But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did 

not answer. Then Pilate said to him,  
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Pilate: “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?”  

 

Narrator: But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that 

the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for 

the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious 

prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said 

to them, 

 

Pilate: “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Je-

sus who is called the Messiah?” 

 

Narrator: For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed 

him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to 

him, 

 

Pilate’s wife: “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have 

suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.”  

 

Narrator: Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 

ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to 

them, 

Pilate: “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”  

 

Narrator: And they said,  

 

Crowds: “Barabbas.”  

 

Narrator: Pilate said to them,  

 

Pilate: “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 

 

Narrator: All of them said,  
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Crowds: “Let him be crucified!”  

 

Narrator: Then he asked,  

 

Pilate: “Why, what evil has he done?”  

 
Narrator: But they shouted all the more,  

 

Crowds: “Let him be crucified!” 

 

Narrator: So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot 

was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the 

crowd, saying, 

 

Pilate: “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”  

 

Narrator:  Then the people as a whole answered,  

 

Crowds: “His blood be on us and on our children!”  

 

Narrator: So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Je-

sus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort 

around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after 

twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed 

in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,  

 

Soldiers: “Hail, King of the Jews!”   

 

Narrator: They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 

After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on 

him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 

compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place 
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called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 

drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when 

they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting 

lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they 

put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

 
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 

Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,  

 

Bystanders: “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 

save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”  

 

Narrators: In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and 

elders, were mocking him, saying,  

 

Priests:  “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let 

him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in 

God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 

 

Narrator: The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the 

same way. From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, 

 

Jesus: “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”  

 

Narrator: That is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 

 

Bystanders:  “This man is calling for Elijah.”  

Narrator: At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 

put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said,  

 

Bystanders: “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”  
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Narrator: Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At 

that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and 

many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resur-

rection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared 

to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 

watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terri-

fied and said,  

 

Centurion: “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

 

Narrator: Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had 

followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. 56 Among them were 

Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the moth-

er of the sons of Zebedee. 

 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Jo-

seph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the 

body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the 

body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, 

which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of 

the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, 

sitting opposite the tomb. 

 

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, 

 

Priests: “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, 

‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made 

secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him 

away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last 

deception would be worse than the first.”  

 



18 

Narrator: Pilate said to them,  

 

Pilate: “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.”  

 

Narrator: So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing 

the stone. 

 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. (spoken)  

 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was  

                     conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

                     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  

            was buried; he descended to the dead. 

        On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

               he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will  

               come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the  

                 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  

                 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

   Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Response after each petition: 

P Lord, in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

WE SHARE THE LORD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
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P: Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends.  

Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us 

to share, that all people may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Go in peace ; serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 


 

 

Today’s radio broadcast on WRSC—1390 AM & 93.3 FM is spon-

sored by Steve Houtz  

Dedicated to the honor of Dick Houtz’s 91st birthday 
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PRAYER CONCERNS for April 1, 2020 

All Military & Nat’l Guard and all  
      serving in war-torn countries 
Theresa Alves, friend of  
    Brenda Kim 
Susan Antle 
   Deb Baysinger’s cousin 
Sylvia Belanger, mother of 
     Joe Belanger 
Barbara Bingaman 
Debbie Bolthouse 
Barbara Braun 
Mary Breon 
Jon Brockopp and family upon the  
      death of Jon’s mother Marilyn  
Phil Bucher 
Melanie Buffington 
Linda Cataldo, step-mother of 
    Deb Stewart 
Nancy Chapa  
Scott Cocolin 
Catherine Cutter 
William Davies 
Marie Dallery mother of  
     Sharon Shurgalla 
Damaris Dougherty, daughter  of 
     Bob Hampton 
Mark Doyle, friend of  
    Paul & Sandy Larson 
Eti Dvir, mother-in-law  of 
    Rachel Wolkenhauer 

Steve Ellis 
Craig Evanego 
Patti Fisher 
Vicki Garvin     
Dick Houtz 
Bob Igoe 
Paul Lloyd , son of  
    Pat Lloyd 
Phil & Shirley Lucas 
Tom Lucas  
 Aaron Lyon, nephew of  
     Sue & Pete Forster 
The family of Lu Magnusson 
      upon her death 
Tom  & Lois Martin 
Mardi McDonough 
Ed McGowan 
Danielle McHenry 
Kim Marsh 
Bob Miller, father of 
     Julie Miller 
Marjorie Morgan, daughter of 
      Ruth Kistler 
Amy Nevling 
Dottie Niklos, mother of  
      Bob Igoe 
Matthew Praskovitch, friend of  
Paul & Sandy Larson 
Margie Prothro, sister of  
    Ed Jenkins 
 

Georgia Reutzel 
Nancy Reinert 
Dottie Roberts 
Margaret Schrock, mother  of  
     Kathy Weimer 
Nancy Schuchert, mother of 
    Joe Schuchert 
Ken Shultz 
William D. Snape Sr., brother  
    of Phyllis Favorite 
Emily & Charlotte Spearly 
Jack Sylves and family and    

grandparents Tom and Marj Eakin  
The family of Marcile Tressler 
      upon her death 
Tom & Claudette, friends of Helen 
     and Dick Brenneman 
Karen Tupman, cousin of  
     Phyllis Favorite 
Brenda  & Ken Walsh 
The family of Don Willman upon his   
       death 
Ash Woskob 

Janet Zerbe 
 
Members in the hospital  
 

The Rev. Scott E. Schul, Senior Pastor………………..…...pastorschul@glcpa.org 
The Rev. Carolyn K. Hetrick, Associate Pastor…………..pastorhetrick@glcpa.org 
Cindy Fritz, Peter Horn, Faith Formation………………...faithformation@glcpa.org 
Laurel Sanders, Music & Arts Ministry Coordinator...………...lsanders@glcpa.org  
Nathan Glocke……………………………………..……………...Adult Choir Director 
Ryan Ditmer, Pat Lloyd, June Miller, 
Adam Smith & Chris Wilhelm..…………………….......................Pianists/Organists 
Joan Kovalchik………………………………...………………………………...…Flute 
Anna Carol Buffington…………………………………...The Bells of Grace Director 
 

The Rev. P. Stevens Lynn………………...………………………....Pastor Emeritus 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20807. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches  of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
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Remote worship options amid COVID-19 concerns: 

 
•        Wednesday Lenten worship is not being held in-person, but instead offered 

online at 12:15 pm and 6:30 pm. The liturgy for the 12:15 service closely follows the 

version we were using in-person while the evening service incorporates some of the 

Holden Evening Prayer liturgy. The sermon is the same in both services. Links to both 

worship services are available within the Sermon Center of our website at 

www.glcpa.org or you can see them when posted on our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/GLCStateCollege  

 
•        Sunday worship continues to be broadcast live on WRSC AM 1390 and FM 

93.3. For those of you who prefer video, we will prerecord and upload a video version 

as well and will make it available on our Facebook page shortly following the conclu-

sion of the radio broadcast.  

 
 An Evening Prayer service will be offered on Grace’s Facebook page each Sunday 

evening at approximately  6:30 pm. 

•        Note that streamed services can be located on Grace’s website by clicking the 

“Bulletin” button for the date you want to hear; bulletins and sermon notes for online 

services, when applicable, are temporarily located under “Notes.” 

Send us your                                

prayer  

concerns  

As we explore new ways to worship as a community even if we cannot meet in 

person, we will be interested in including your prayer requests. And so please con-

tact Sheri (Office Manager, srider@glcpa.org), Pastor Schul, or Pastor Hetrick. 

http://www.glcpa.org
http://www.facebook.com/GLCStateCollege
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Support  

Grace’s  

ministry 
 

 

 

 At present we are only able to gather for worship remotely. Nevertheless, 

Grace continues to need your continued financial support in order to fund all 

of our ministries. You may continue to mail your offerings to Grace. Tithe.ly 

also provides a secure way to provide your offering via any major credit 

card. Visit www.glcpa.org and click on the GIVE button at the top of the 

page. If you set up an account with Tithe.ly using your Visa, MasterCard, 

American Express, JCB, Discover, or Diners Club card, you can support our 

ministries even when you cannot be present. Finally, a form for Direct Debit 

giving (via your bank) is available on our website at https://tinyurl.com/

yx8andkj; just mail it to Grace Lutheran Church at 205 South Garner Street, 

State College, 16801.  That is the absolute best way to provide for the regu-

lar funding of all that we do here at Grace to the glory of God and the ser-

vice of our neighbors. Thank you for your commitment to our ministries dur-

ing this challenging time. 

http://www.glcpa.org/
http://tithe.ly/
https://tinyurl.com/yx8andkj
https://tinyurl.com/yx8andkj

