
  

Welcome to  

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, March 29, 2020 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

10:30 a.m. radio worship service 
WRSC 1390 AM and 93.3 FM 

 

 

205 S. Garner St., State College, PA 16801 

phone: 814-238-2478  

email:  churchoffice@glcpa.org 

web address:  www.glcpa.org 

Our Mission Statement:  “Grace Lutheran Church is energized by the Holy 

Spirit and nurtured  through God’s Word and Sacrament to gather, feed, and 

send people in the name of Jesus Christ.” 

Jesus  said  “ Unbind him, and  

let him go.” 

 

John 11:44 
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ABOUT TODAY’S THEME…In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death 

by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing 

new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these sto-

ries proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we 

might also be raised with him to new life.   

A WORD ON THE READINGS…The First Lesson: Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of 

dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in 

their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through 

this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.”  The Second Lesson: For Paul, 

Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force 

behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the 

very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the 

dead. The Gospel Lesson: Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill 

and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores 

him to life.  

Forgot your checks? Not carrying cash?  No worries!  You can still make an offering. 

Go to www.glcpa.org and click the word “GIVE” on the far right to make an online 

credit card donation.  Thank you! 

MILESTONE MINISTRY AT GRACE 

At Grace we celebrate milestones.  Mile-

stones are designed to connect signifi-

cant occasions in people’s lives with their 

ongoing journey of faith.  A Milestone Mo-

ment brings family, friends, and congre-

gations together to mark a special time in 

their lives and acknowledge and affirm 

God’s presence in their midst.  It is a tool 

to connect home and church in the 

child’s and family’s faith life.  In addition 

to naming (the occasion), blessing (the 

person) and gifting (the gift), we send 

along an “At Home” sheet to reinforce the 

milestone with caring conversation. 

↑= Please stand as you  

      are able 

↓=Please be seated 

Follow Grace on 
Social Media 

 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/

glcstatecollege 
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church - State College, Pennsylvania  

 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who 

calls into existence the things that do not exist.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is  
    forgiveness, and so we confess.  
 

    
 

P:  Gracious God,  

C:   have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned away from you,  

       knowingly and unknowingly.  We have wandered from your resurrection 

life.  We have strayed from your love for all people.  Turn us back to you 

O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is 

pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
 

P:  Receive good news: God turns to you in love.  “I will put my spirit in you, and 

you shall live,” says our God.  All your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus 

Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

GATHER 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 156) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray 

C: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 

death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new 

life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FEED 

God speaks to us in scripture reading,  

and feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

FIRST LESSON……………………..…….………..Ezekiel 37:1-14 (pew Bible p. 704) 

1
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me 

all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 

dry. 
3
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 

know.” 
4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 

you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

  
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8
I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had cov-

ered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come 

from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 
10

I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  
11

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off complete-

ly.’ 
12

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring 

you back to the land of Israel. 
13

And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14

I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”  
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PSALM 130 Please sing responsively from selected verses 

P:     Out | of the depths 

           I cry to | you, O Lord; 

 

C:     I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 

           in your word | is my hope. 

 

P:     My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

        more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

 

C:     O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 

           with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption.  
  

 

SECOND LESSON…………………………......….Romans 8:6-11 (pew Bible p. 919) 

 

6
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 
7
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8
and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

  
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10

But if 

Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 
11

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 

Spirit that dwells in you.  

DISCUSSION OF THE LESSONS 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………......….John 11:1-45 (pew Bible p. 873) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 11th chapter.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)  
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1
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 
2
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3
So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 

“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4
But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 

not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 

5
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Laza-

rus, 
6
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 

where he was. 
  

7
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

8
The disciples 

said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 

9
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 

walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 
10

But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 

11
After saying 

this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.” 

12
The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 

right.” 
13

Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. 

14
Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 

dead. 
15

For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.” 

16
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 

also go, that we may die with him.” 
  

17
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 
18

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19

and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 

20
When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 

21
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 
22

But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 

23
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24
Martha said to him, “I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25

Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 

26
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 
27

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” 
  

28
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 
29

And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. 

30
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31

The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her be-
cause they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 

32
When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33
When Jesus saw her weep-

ing, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spir-
it and deeply moved. 

34
He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 

come and see.” 
35

Jesus began to weep. 
36

So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 

37
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 
  

38
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
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stone was lying against it. 
39

Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 
dead four days.” 

40
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 

see the glory of God?” 
41

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 

42
I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 

43
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 
44

The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
  

45
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him.  
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to you, O Christ (spoken) 
 

SERMON………………….……………………………………...……..….…..Pastor Schul 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was  

         conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

         under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he  

         descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seat-

ed at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. 

   Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response after each petition: 
P:     Lord in your mercy 
C:     Hear our prayer. 
 

WE SHARE THE LORD’S PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you.  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                     

P:   Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as your friends.  

Prepare us to witness to your good news with every gift you have given us 

to share, that all people may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forev-

er and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

 

 SEND 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be  

        gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 

 
 

P:   Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Today’s radio broadcast on WRSC—1390 AM & 93.3 FM is sponsored by 

Ken & Irene Harpster  

Dedicated to the memory of their parents 
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 PRAYER CONCERNS for March 29, 2020 

All Military & Nat’l Guard and all  
      serving in war-torn countries 
Susan Antle 
   Deb Baysinger’s cousin 
Sylvia Belanger, mother of 
     Joe Belanger 
Barbara Bingaman 
Barbara Braun 
Mary Breon 
Debbie Bolthouse 
Phil Bucher 
Melanie Buffington 
Linda Cataldo, step-mother of 
    Deb Stewart 
Nancy Chapa  
Scott Cocolin 
Catherine Cutter 
William Davies 
Marie Dallery mother of  
     Sharon Shurgalla 
Damaris Dougherty, daughter  of 
     Bob Hampton 
Mark Doyle, friend of  
    Paul & Sandy Larson 
Eti Dvir, mother-in-law  of 
    Rachel Wolkenhauer 
Patrick Dugan, grandson of  
    Paul & Kathryn Mackes 

Steve Ellis 
Craig Evanego 
Patti Fisher 
Vicki Garvin     
Dick Houtz 
Bob Igoe 
Paul Lloyd , son of  
    Pat Lloyd 
Phil & Shirley Lucas 
Tom Lucas  
 Aaron Lyon, nephew of  
     Sue & Pete Forster 
The family of Lou Magnusson 
      upon her death 
Tom  & Lois Martin 
Mardi McDonough 
Ed McGowan 
Danielle McHenry 
Kim Marsh 
Bob Miller, father of 
     Julie Miller 
Marjorie Morgan, daughter of 
      Ruth Kistler 
Karen Mrsa and family upon the death 

      of her cousin Dennis Robertson  
Amy Nevling 
The  Neubert family upon  the death  
      of Chris’s father  Vernon Neubert 
Dottie Niklos, mother of  
      Bob Igoe 

Georgia Reutzel 
Nancy Reinert 
Dottie Roberts 
Margaret Schrock, mother  of  
     Kathy Weimer 
Nancy Schuchert, mother of 
    Joe Schuchert 
Ken Shultz 
William D. Snape Sr., brother  
    of Phyllis Favorite 
Emily & Charlotte Spearly 
Jack Sylves and family and    

grandparents Tom and Marj Eakin  
Marcile Tressler 
Tom & Claudette, friends of Helen 
     and Dick Brenneman 
Karen Tupman, cousin of  
     Phyllis Favorite 
Brenda  & Ken Walsh 
The family of Don Willman upon his   
       death 
Ash Woskob 

Janet Zerbe 
 
Members in the hospital  
 

 
 
 
The Rev. Scott E. Schul, Senior Pastor……………………..…...pastorschul@glcpa.org 
The Rev. Carolyn K. Hetrick, Associate Pastor………………..pastorhetrick@glcpa.org 
Cindy Fritz, Peter Horn, Faith Formation……………………...faithformation@glcpa.org 
Laurel Sanders, Music & Arts Ministry Coordinator...……………...lsanders@glcpa.org  
Nathan Glocke…………………………………………..……………...Adult Choir Director 
Ryan Ditmer, Pat Lloyd, June Miller, 
Adam Smith & Chris Wilhelm..………………………….......................Pianists/Organists 
Joan Kovalchik………………………………………………………………………...…Flute 
Anna Carol Buffington………………………………………...The Bells of Grace Director 
 

The Rev. P. Stevens Lynn……………………...………………………....Pastor Emeritus 

 

 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20807. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches  
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
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Remote worship options amid COVID-19 concerns: 

 
•   Wednesday worship will not be held in person, but instead streamed online. at 

Grace’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/GLCStateCollege). Our 6:30 pm 

Wednesday evening Compline service will likewise be posted on our Facebook 

page tomorrow. The liturgy in the evening service will be a little different but the 

sermon is the same. 

 Sunday Morning worship will be broadcast on WRSC AM 1390 and FM 93.3 and 

also livestreamed on our Facebook page. 

 Sunday Evening Prayer service will be streamed on Grace’s Facebook page at 

6:30 pm. 

 All streamed services will be accessible on our website (www.glcpa.org) under 

the Sermon Center heading.  Note that streamed services can be located by clicking 

the “Bulletin” button for the date you want to hear; bulletins and sermon notes for 

streamed services, when applicable, are temporarily located under “Notes.” 

Send us your 

prayer  

concerns  
 

 

 

 As we explore new ways to worship as a community even if we cannot meet in per-

son, we will be interested in including your prayer requests. And so please contact 

Sheri (Office Manager, srider@glcpa.org), Pastor Schul, or Pastor Hetrick. 

http://www.facebook.com/GLCStateCollege
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Support  

Grace’s  

ministry 
 

 

 

 At present we are only able to gather for worship remotely. Nevertheless, Grace con-

tinues to need your continued financial support in order to fund all of our ministries. 

You may continue to mail your offerings to Grace. Tithe.ly also provides a secure way 

to provide your offering via any major credit card. Visit www.glcpa.org and click on the 

GIVE button at the top of the page. If you set up an account with Tithe.ly using your 

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, JCB, Discover, or Diners Club card, you can 

support our ministries even when you cannot be present. Finally, a form for Direct 

Debit giving (via your bank) is available on our website at https://tinyurl.com/yx8andkj; 

just mail it to Grace Lutheran Church at 205 South Garner Street, State College, 

16801.  That is the absolute best way to provide for the regular funding of all that we 

do here at Grace to the glory of God and the service of our neighbors. Thank you for 

your commitment to our ministries during this challenging time. 

http://www.glcpa.org/
http://tithe.ly/
https://tinyurl.com/yx8andkj

