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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 You can’t realize how much I love this.  The mystery and majesty and awe of this 

night.  All of you here.  The carols, the candles, the trees – Such good stuff.  So sit 

back and take a breath – relax – enjoy all of this.  You are here in God’s house and for 

me it is so special to be standing here in front of you – able to tell you – that no matter 

who you are or whatever is happening in your life – God loves you.  I am blessed to 

carry that message to you and I will remember this always. 

 So, we are here.  Jesus is here.  So please listen for something Jesus is saying 

to you this evening.  Here we go. 

 There they went – the two of them down that Bethlehem street, looking for a 

place to stay.  The night was dark and cold.  Mary’s time was near.  At place after 

place they stopped, but at each place they were turned away.  Finally, at a small inn on 

the edge of town, they were told they could go outside behind the inn and stay in a 

stable-cave-a place where animals found shelter from the weather.  That was the only 

place they had to stay. 

 And that night, in the midst of donkeys and camels and lambs and cattle and 

mice and moles – in that place – Mary gave birth to a son.  And out of the hillside, 

some sleepy shepherds found the air on fire with light as an angle broke their silent 

darkness and said: “Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which has come to all 

people – for to everyone is born this day, - a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

 The wise men who were countries away – also on this very night, saw the 

blackness pieced by a flaming star.  And they, somehow convinced by God’s power, 

immediately left home and followed that star for months – maybe even years – until 

they reached the place where toddler Jesus lay.  And then the light of the star that led 

them shined down and fixed itself right on Jesus. 

 Jesus is light to a dark world.  Jesus is light to you and me.  But all of us came 

here tonight – yes to celebrate Christmas and worship Jesus with family and friends.  

But all of us are here with much on our hearts and minds.  Globally – some of us here 

are concerned with injustices and we empathize with people who suffer only because 

they were born on the wrong continent or the wrong country.  Some of us here worry 



about our country – and the deep divisions we are experiencing.  We worry about 

people who are somehow being left behind and are feeling unwanted.  Some worry 

about the long term sustainability of our life here on earth, and we are again worried 

about the possibility of nuclear war.  On a more personal level, many worry about their 

mortgage and college tuitions and our person debt load.  Some of us worry about our 

jobs – or please God help me find one.  I know that some of you are sitting here now 

suffering from a chronic illness – that is such a worry to you and to those who love you.  

I know that some of you here are concerned about family tensions and disagreements. 

I know some of you are suffering from separation and divorce that does cause pain 

and alienation.  I know that some of you are grieving the death of a loved one, or the 

loss of something very significant to you.  Some of you are being eaten by a secret 

addiction that only you know about.  And many here are really happy and all is going 

swimmingly well.  Good!  But all of us here – we’re all in this boat – we are sinners and 

at some point feel guilty about something we’ve done or not done. 

 No matter where you are in all that, no matter your stress level, no matter how far 

away you are from God at this moment, just put that over here on the side for now.  

Because what’s important right now is for you to feel loved by Jesus.  What’s important 

now is for you to feel the light of Christ shining away any darkness of sin and fear and 

worry that you feel – to shine away some doubt and unbelief.  I so wish for you to have 

peace – a sense that no matter what – you are loved and accepted by Jesus – and 

Jesus is present minute by minute to help you and give you strength.  All past sins, all 

doubt, all worry can be soothed and helped with love.  So hear this:  Jesus loves you, 

welcomes you, forgives you and wants to you receive and know his peace and comfort 

right now. 

 Because God broke into our world on that first Christmas night, because of that, 

right now you have the chance for new life – for a new beginning.  And what better way 

to start fresh tonight than by receiving Jesus into yourself through the bread and wine – 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ; and as you do you are receiving the forgiveness of 

sons that Jesus brings.  As you walk back to your seats, after Holy Communion, I pray 

you feel forgiven and refreshed and motivated to start anew, because tonight you have 

another chance, a fresh start at loving and caring and living justly and trying to be at 

peace with others.  Jesus is giving you a do-over at being a better spouse, a better 

parent, a better daughter or son, a better employee or employer, a better friend, a 

better advocate for the poor, a better caretaker of earth.  Tonight Jesus is giving you a 

fresh start at loving him and loving your neighbor in a better way.  And one other thing I 



want to say to you before I’m done.  As there was no place for May and Joseph on that 

first Christmas night, please know that there is always a place for you.  Jesus is all 

inclusive.  There is always a place for you with Jesus.  Jesus accepts everyone, and 

here at Grace, we do too.  We do as Jesus did.  We love God and we love people That 

loving God and loving people is more important than any dogma or doctrine.  It was for 

Jesus.  It needs to be for us.  No matter who you are:  from celebrity status in your field 

to Out of the Cold homeless, from the best saint to the most notorious sinner; from 

happy and joyful to lonely and sad; from noisy young families with babies to 104 year 

old members who are shut-in and all in between; from married to partnered, to single to 

gay, to straight to transgendered; from people who are here almost every week to 

those who come once in a while and to those who have never been here to all – We 

are Grace and we try real hard to live our name.  Jesus is Here – and there’s a place 

for you here.  There’s a place for you with Jesus.  You are included here.  You are one 

of us here.  Know that and be part of us – of this place. 

 You know, a closer relationship with Jesus, and being one of us here at Grace, 

will not cure all your ills and solve all your problems.  But when we are here – when 

you are being drawn a little closer to Jesus, then Jesus will be in a better position to 

help you handle any suffering or any issue that comes your way.  Believe me, trust me, 

I know that from the last two years of my life.  A strong relationship with Jesus, and a 

vibrant church family to surround you, can lead to a sense of peace of mind and heart 

– peace-deep inside – that tells you no matter what – you will be OK.  Jesus loves you, 

Jesus has a place for you – and we do too, right here.  The peace of heart and mind 

you receive from knowing Jesus loves you and has a place for you – is truly the 

greatest earthly gift you can ever receive in life.  I pray that for you.  I want that for you 

– tonight and form now on. 

 I wish you the best days. 

 Amen. 


