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Holy Week and Easter at Grace

Thursday, April 1: Online Maundy Thursday Worship
Debuts at 6:30 p.m. on Grace’s YouTube Channel

Friday, April 2: Online Good Friday (Tenebrae) Worship
Debuts at 6:30 p.m. on Grace’s YouTube Channel

Sunday, April 4: Drive-in Easter Worship 
at Grace’s Parking Lot

6:30 a.m., 7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., and 9:30 a.m.
Each service will include Holy Communion

Sunday, April 4: Easter on the Radio
Live worship broadcast beginning at 10:30 a.m. on WRSC (1390 

AM, 93.3 FM, and streamable worldwide)

Video edition debuts at 7 a.m. on Grace’s YouTube Channel

Palm Sunday Palms 
Available March 26
Grace will offer Palm Sunday worship 
as a video service this year, but many of 
our treasured traditions, including the singing of the Palms hymn, will be 
included. To make the day extra special, we have even ordered palms. 
Pick yours up outside Grace’s main entrance, beginning on Friday, 
March 26, and let your hosannas ring out!

An Easter prayer
From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you 
emerged, breaking the hold of sin, death and 
hell, that those who trust in you might share in 
your righteousness, life and beloved community 
with God the Father and all God’s children. We bow in awe before your majesty, 
giving thanks for your grace extended so bountifully to us. By the power of your 
Spirit who lives within us, may we share the astonishing news of your resurrec-
tion with others, that they also may know your saving grace. Amen.
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Psalm 133
On the last day of February, a dear friend of mine died. Andrew was 
a Benedictine monk who, with his long white beard and smiling eyes, 
looked as much like one of Tolkien’s wizards as he did a priest. Almost 
every month over the last dozen years, Andrew and I met at the monastery 
in Latrobe to pray, talk about scripture, and drink coffee. When he would 
pray, his heart would invariably guide him toward the ancient words of 
Psalm 133, which he would slowly say and pray, as if he was luxuriating 
in every single word of that brief but profound prayer. Here is the NRSV 
Bible’s translation of Psalm 133: 
 How very good and pleasant it is
  when kindred live together in unity!
 It is like the precious oil on the head,
  running down upon the beard,
 on the beard of Aaron,
  running down over the collar of his robes.
 It is like the dew of Hermon,
  which falls on the mountains of Zion.
 For there the Lord ordained his blessing,
  life forevermore.

This psalm has become very special to me, not only because it was the 
prayer of my friend, but especially because it was the prayer of our Lord. 
As Jesus prepared for his crucifixion and death, his last, longing prayers 
with his disciples centered on his wish that they might know the kind of 
unity that Jesus experienced as part of the Holy Trinity (see John 17).

Unity is a precious, holy state of being, but one sorely lacking in our world 
today. We are drowning in violence and fear. Americans especially are 
divided over so many things. It often seems that preserving those divisions 
has become more important to us than overcoming them. And so I pray 
Psalm 133 with great frequency.

If the pandemic has taught us anything, it is that we are keenly aware that 
worship on a computer screen or through the radio feels deficient com-
pared to worship in a room full of people. Make no mistake – worship 
in any context is imbued with God’s holiness. But I think we all have a 
heightened sense of God’s presence when we are able to see God in the 
eyes of real, live people all around us. I hope that longing for unity in our 
life together as Grace Lutheran will be something we retain long after 
the pandemic is over. I hope we never take that longing for granted again. 
“How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!”

Holy Week and Easter at Grace
On the cover of this issue of Grace Notes, you’ll see our Holy Week and 
Easter worship schedule. Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will exclu-
sively be video services and will contain a lot of special visual elements, 
photos, and music to bring you closer to these beloved and meaningful 
services. Easter will offer a variety of worship experiences. In addition 

to a YouTube worship video and 
our traditional 10:30 a.m. worship 
broadcast on WRSC, we will offer 
four morning drive-in services on 
Easter Sunday. Similar to Christ-
mas Eve worship, they will feature 
virtual choirs and Holy Com-
munion as you worship and listen 
from your car. Those services are 
scheduled for 6:30 a.m., 7:30 a.m., 
8:30 a.m., and 9:30 a.m. and will be 
about 40-45 minutes in length.

Worship after Easter
For the rest of April, we will return 
to video and radio in order to give 
our many volunteers a break from 
the grind of Holy Week and Easter. 
But beginning on Sunday, May 2, 
we will begin a pivot toward more 
in-person worship. As you will see 
on the May worship schedule, set 
forth on page 7, Sunday mornings 
at Grace will begin with a drive-
in service at 8:30 a.m. (rain or 
shine), followed by something new: 
in-person outdoor worship in our 
courtyard, near the columbarium 
(weather permitting). Courtyard 
worship will be similar to what you 
experienced last summer in the 
public parks.

From Our Senior Pastor

The Rev. Scott E. Schul
pastorschul@glcpa.org
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What happens after May? I won’t 
pretend to have a crystal ball that 
sees that far into the future. On 
the one hand, as the pace of vac-
cinations have ramped up, we 
are making astonishing strides in 
containing COVID and reducing 
deaths. That gives me enormous 
hope. But at the same time, we are 
seeing local and national upticks 
in infections that may be related 
to new variants of the virus or a 
result of lowering our guard as we 
prematurely celebrate the end of the 
pandemic. 

On the whole, I am very optimistic 
that we will be back in our build-
ing for worship this year. We are 
not out of the woods yet, but we 
will be working with our Return to 
Worship Team, local and national 
medical experts, and the Allegh-
eny Synod to ensure that we act 
prudently and safely. Rest assured 
that there are no two people in 
this county who are more eager 
to see you and worship with you 
in-person than Pastor Hetrick and 
me. As soon as it’s reasonably safe 
to gather in our building, we will 
be working to find ways to do just 
that. “How very good and pleasant” 
it will be! 

In the meantime, Pastor Hetrick and 
I have received our COVID vaccine 
shots and will soon have full 
immunity so that we can resume 
hospital and home communion 
visits. Thanks be to God!

A Word About Bulletins
The best ways to keep up on what’s 
happening at Grace are Grace 
Notes, E-Notes, and the Sunday 
bulletin. The bulletin of course has 
a second and even more impor-
tant purpose, namely, guiding our 
voices, hearts, and minds in wor-
ship. The bulletin has become an 
especially important tool for those 
who are worshipping remotely with 

us. Prior to Sunday worship each 
week, we post PDF versions of 
our bulletin on our website (www. 
glcpa.org) that you can download 
and even print if you want to follow 
along with worship.

As a matter of hospitality, we 
endeavor to provide all of the 
words and music for worship so 
that no one has to flip through a 
cumbersome hymnal. But in the 
increasingly confusing landscape of 
United States copyright law, that is 
becoming more and more challeng-
ing. The ELCA’s official publishing 
house, 1517 Media, held a copyright 
law webinar recently and surprised 
everyone by sharing that most of 
the service music we use in wor-
ship (basically, music other than 
the hymns) cannot be reproduced 
in a manner that can be down-
loaded from the Internet. This news 
was unexpected, frustrating, and 
annoying, but the law is the law. In-
person bulletins are not subject to 
these restrictions, and will continue 
to include all of those musical com-
ponents. We are working on some 
creative (and legal!) solutions that 
we believe will resolve this issue 
and enable us to again include the 
service music. Stay tuned...

Finally…
A few of you have reached out 
to ask if we might reschedule the 
Grace Pilgrimage to the Holy Lands 
that we had hoped to undertake 
last summer. I have begun working 
with the tour company in the hope 
of organizing a very meaningful 
trip in June of 2022. I’ll share more 
details as they become available. In 
the meantime, stay safe, stay posi-
tive, and never forget that God loves 
you abundantly, unconditionally, 
and eternally.

Peace be with you,
Pastor Schul

Council Highlights
At its March 2021 meeting, 
Grace’s Church Council:

• Unanimously approved a 
proposed amendment and 
restatement of Grace’s con-
gregational constitution to 
account for various techni-
cal changes required by 
the ELCA over the last few 
years, none of which materi-
ally alter Grace’s existing 
team structure or overall 
operational practices. The 
documents will next go to 
the Allegheny Synod office 
for review, and then will be 
subject to the congregation’s 
approval at a future congre-
gational meeting.

• Participated in a discussion 
of future ministry proposals, 
generated by the coordina-
tors, under the heading of “If 
money were no object…” The 
Council was very energized 
by the faith and creativity 
of the proposals, and will 
take time next month to 
begin to prioritize and then 
publicize some of the ideas, 
which featured a wide range 
of proposals, including new 
and expanded ministries 
and important infrastructure 
maintenance needed for our 
building.

DID YOU KNOW…

{	...that the Allegheny Synod 
publishes a bi-monthly 
magazine entitled “Living 
Lutheran”? It’s available 
online for free at www.
alleghenysynod.org/lutheran-
letter
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Big Thoughts from Luther’s Small Catechism: 
The 1st Article of the Creed
The second major component of Luther’s Small Catechism is devoted to the 
Apostles’ Creed. We say it almost every Sunday, but we know surprisingly little 
about its origins. It begins to show up in Christian worship around the 4th century, 
long after the original twelve apostles had died. It’s doubtful they wrote it, but it’s 
clearly based on fundamental New Testament principles that the apostles certainly 
would have taught. 

By about the 8th century, the Apostles’ Creed settled into its present form of three 
sections, each corresponding to a person of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. Though it is very familiar to us because of its regular use in worship, we seldom take time to consider what 
it means. And so this month, we will look at Luther’s explanation of the First Article of the Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
What is this? Answer: I believe that God has created me together with all that exists. God has given me and 
still preserves my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; reason and all mental faculties. In ad-
dition, God daily and abundantly provides shoes and clothing, food and drink, house and farm, spouse and 
children, fields, livestock, and all property — along with all the necessities and nourishment for this body and 
life. God protects me against all danger and shields and preserves me from all evil. And all this is done out of 
pure, fatherly, and divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness of mine at all! For all of this I 
owe it to God to thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most certainly true.

Luther’s explanation offers several big thoughts about a very brief statement of faith. First, he focuses us on being 
more grateful to God, by recognizing that everything about us - from our nose to our toes - is pure gift from God. 
But then Luther extends the circle of gratitude to include the many material things we as material people need to 
thrive and survive. In doing so, Luther is encouraging us not to be thankful merely for the shoes we have, but the 
people who made them, because the ability to make shoes is itself a gift of grace from God. 

Luther’s emphasis on the vast breadth of God’s creation next leads us to recognize that the people in our lives are 
gifts from God too. Though he only expressly lists spouses and children, I think he would agree that our friends 
and neighbors are likewise God’s gifts. By nature, we are social creatures and, generally speaking, are made to 
thrive in community. And so it only makes sense that the people in our lives should be regarded as valued gifts 
from God to us.

Probably the most challenging thing in Luther’s explanation is his assertion that “God protects me against all 
danger and shields and preserves me from all evil.” We all know from experience – as Luther himself knew – that 
we do suffer in this life from danger, evil, and even innocent accidents. So how do we square his explanation 
with our lived experience? I don’t have an easy answer for you. For thousands of years theologians have tried and 
failed to explain why the followers of a loving God nevertheless suffer. Even Jesus suffered. Some things we will 
not understand on this side of heaven. At the very least, Luther’s provocative statement is of value if it causes us 
to consider whether we – and not just God – bear some responsibility 
for this world’s suffering. 

     ~ Pastor Schul

DID YOU KNOW…

{	... that Luther’s Small Catechism is included 
in our ELW Hymnal? It begins on page 1160.
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From Our Associate Pastor

The Rev. Carolyn K. Hetrick
pastorhetrick@glcpa.org

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! 
Alleluia! Each year those words fill 
my heart with hope and joy even 
as I wish we were gathered in our 
beloved sanctuary together to say 
them. I hope to see many of you 
at our Easter parking lot services, 
knowing just like it was for the 
women who went to the tomb that 
first Easter morn, there was so 
much more to the story yet to un-
fold. I am reminded of that by my 
Lenten roses. Spring always feels 
like hope and freedom, yet I wonder 
if my Lenten roses will return, 
especially after a hard winter. Just 
about the time I think they may not 
make it this year, tender new shoots 
poke up through the crusty waste 
of winter. The Lenten rose is not 
the fastest grower, nor the flashi-
est, but it faithfully and persistently 
serves as a loving reminder that 
God brings new life, as during the 
season of Easter it becomes more 
and more beautiful. To see how 
lovely the 
inside of 
its hooded 
blooms 
really are, 
you have 
to stoop 
down, 
or even 
lie down to see inside them. A 
reminder to set myself aside to 
fully experience the glory of the 
transformation this plant brings. It 
summarizes not only the shift from 
winter to spring, the season of Lent 
into Easter, but also the path of 
our own lives as people living this 
side of the history of the cross of 
Christ. In this season of our collec-
tive existence, there is a brightening 
dawn of a hopeful new life as more 
folks are able to become vacci-
nated and hopefully immune to the 

scourge of the coronavirus. When I 
want to bust down the gate and run 
free, that Lenten rose reminds me 
to move in hope but with intention. 
I have learned I cannot just take a 
rake and quickly clear the flower 
bed. For to do so would uninten-
tionally damage the new hopeful 
growth. So I remove the dried 
leaves by hand and discover I not 
only keep the plant safe, I stop to 
enjoy the shift into its new life. 

And so it is with us. One of the 
things we pastors long to do is to 
return to being able to visit for 
communion and otherwise. It has 
been far too long in our hearts. 
Both Pastor Schul and myself are 
in the process of achieving immu-
nity. For me, it will not be until the 
latter part of April that I can safely 
visit in person. We hope to begin 
reaching out to those in congregate 
care facilities, and those who live 
in homes to honor the desire to 
visit with our care for what is the 
best protocol. We know that lo-
cal facilities are gently expanding 
possibilities. We are in touch with 
their staffs so we can provide good 
care. I have also been working with 
our Eucharistic visitor coordinator, 
Bonnie Burris, as we assess what 
visitors may feel ready to provide. 
By our next Grace Notes, we hope 
to share more. Know that we are 
moving with intention and love for 
you and for ourselves. 

We also long to gather with you in 
person. With our Return to Wor-
ship team, we are planning how to 
honor what is safe while providing 
for the diversity of situations and 
needs of our Grace family. Going 
forward we recognize we will be 
what is called a hybrid congrega-
tion of those who will want and be 
able to gather in person and those 

who cannot. This time has taught us 
there are many reasons why some-
one is not in worship in person- 
caregiving, personal health, work 
schedules, family travel and more. 
It is why we will gather outside at 
first so as to not exclude and will 
continue to offer not only radio, but 
a video-based option for attending 
worship. Given the architecture 
of Grace, lots of concrete, stone, 
glass and steel, we know that we 
cannot just grab any old camera or 
microphone and expect it to work 
to capture worship in the sanctuary, 
either pre-recorded or live. We also 
know that in order to share music 
we must also honor copyright law. 
And we want to ensure that the 
way we utilize equipment to record 
does not take away from in person 
worship to the best of our ability. 
In the short term, I will continue as 
I have for the past year, to record 
and produce pre-recorded worship 
while we actively explore next steps 
for the best setup, obtain equip-
ment and training a team of folks 
to operate the equipment. Without 
a team of volunteers, we will not 
be able to realize this possibility. 
We need a team of no less than 10 
individuals to take turns in pairs 
for video on a Sunday morning and 
we are seeking more people to be 
trained to run our sound board. 

...continued on page 6

Photo Credit: Carolyn Black, 
Penn State Extension, 
Adams Co.
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March 17, 2021
Dear sisters and brothers of the 
Allegheny Synod,

May God’s grace and peace be with you. We have now lived one full year with CO-
VID-19. March 15, 2020 was our last ‘normal’ Sunday. That day I was blessed to wor-
ship with Trinity Lutheran in Johnstown and that afternoon gather with First Luther-
an in Portage to celebrate the installation of Pastor Mark Fisher. We could still shake 
hands, be closer than six feet, and none of us had masks. The following week our 
statewide shutdown began. It has been one year-- however, it feels like much more 
time has passed.

I believe that is because we have carried so many burdens during this pandemic. We 
were working (and we still continue to work) to take care of our family, our friends, 
and ourselves when the world seems to be turning upside down. This has been hard. 
If you are like me, you are ready for all of this to be behind us. We are all ready to be 
in that place where we have gotten a majority of people vaccinated and we can see 
each other face to face again, safely. 

I want to first thank God and our Lord Jesus that we have been given the strength 
and courage to make it through thus far. Throughout the pandemic, Jesus continued 
to lead and guide us even when the church buildings were closed. Because of Christ, 
the work of the church has continued on. 

In this last year, congregations learned how to be church together even though we 
were apart. We have learned about livestream and Zoom services. In better weather 
we took the worship of Jesus into our parking lots and into the streets. Many congre-
gations found ways to make sure that our members who were most vulnerable were 
being taken care of. We have seen congregations find new ways to reach out to and 
support the community. The Holy Spirit has shown us, time and again, that God will 
find a way to see that God’s will is done. God does that in and through you. My deep 
and abiding prayer is that this is a lesson that we can take from this time. 

I also thank God that we have seen rates of COVID infection begin to go down since 
the beginning of February. We have seen vaccines begin to be distributed. I hope 
you see these as signs that we will get through this. 

What is important for us now is to continue listening to and following that recom-
mendations of the CDC and the PA Dept. of Health. Since things are finally looking a 
little better, the temptation is for us to slacken our adherence to our safety protocols. 
That is a natural human response. We want this pandemic to be behind us, we want 
to move on with our lives. However, if we stop these safety practices before health 
and science officials tell us it is safe to do so, we could see another spike in infections 
and the spread of the virus. 

As we begin to gather together more in groups, and we are prayerfully considering 
when we will resume our worship in person, I cannot overstate how important it is 
for us to continue the good work that we have been doing. Continue to maintain 
social distance. Keep wearing your masks when in public. Until we begin to reach the 
point where 70 – 80% of the population is vaccinated continue to wear masks, use 
hand sanitizer, and refrain from group singing in worship. 

We are going to get through this. We have to hold on for a little bit longer and make 
sure we are doing out part to prevent any further infection and transmission of this 
virus.  May God bless you and keep you.

+Bishop Michael Rhyne

...continued from page 5

In order for us to move forward, 
this is a vital need. Please email me 
pastorhetrick@glcpa.org if you are 
willing to help.
 
In the meantime, two ways for gath-
ering in person will be underway 
anew: 
1) Beginning April 22nd, I will 
resume my “office hours” at 
GOOD DAY CAFÉ from Noon 
until 2 p.m. This is weather 
permitting. If it rains, I will not be 
there since I will be set up outside. 
Please come and join me - it will be 
great to actually see you!
 
2) Happy Valley Hikers will 
make their first hike Saturday, 
May 1. We will be hiking a loop of 
Lonberger Path to Tussey Moun-
tain to Laurel Run in Rothrock 
State Forest. It is a 7.2 mile loop. 
To join us, just show up at 9 a.m. 
Details for our meet-up spot will be 
posted on Happy Valley Hikers SC 
Facebook page, and emailed if you 
prefer. Just let me know to include 
you. We plan one hike a month and 
I am also planning to resume “after 
work” walks on weekday, also 
beginning in May. Information will 
be available in next month’s Grace 
Notes but I plan to offer a rotation 
of “local” 2-3 mile walks on more 
level terrain that are kid and pet 
friendly and easy on joints. 

As we journey into the hope of 
what resurrected life means for us 
in the here and now, let’s remember 
that Jesus told the women to tell 
the downhearted disciples he has 
gone on ahead and will meet them. 
Although they have to wait for 
the fullness of that moment, Jesus 
doesn’t fail them. Christ is risen 
and Christ continues to come again 
for us too- Alleluia! Amen! 

~ Pastor Carolyn
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Sunday First Reading Psalm Second Reading Holy Gospel

April   4  
Easter Sunday

Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 118:1-2, 
14-24  

Acts 10:34-43 Mark 16:1-8

April 11 
2nd Sunday of 
Easter

Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133 1 John 1:1--2:2 John 20:19-31

April 18
3rd Sunday of 
Easter

Acts 3:12-19 Psalm 4 1 John 3:1-7 Luke 24:36b-48

April 25
4th Sunday of 
Easter

Acts 4:5-12 Psalm 23 1 John 3:16-24 John 10:11-18

Preparing our Hearts and Minds for Worship

MUSIC IN THE LITURGY
ONE Body in Christ: Lutheran Community Wrapped into Our 
Hymnal
 
Humans are creatures of comfort.  We know what we like, and we like 
what we know.  This is certainly true of our musical tastes.  Yet consider 
this:  every song we love was at one time unfamiliar. Just as new foods 
awaken our taste buds — re-defining what ‘tasty’ means — new songs 
eventually become familiar and open us to new ways of understanding the 
Gospel. 
 
Lutheran hymns teach the tenets of our faith, and we are intended to 
express our faith communally.  Many of our hymns come from Germany 
and were translated in the 19th century. Yet consider Lutheran congre-
gations today: Africa (24 million) and Asia (11 million) vastly exceed 
congregations in North America (3.6 million), and the South American 
community is also significant (768,000). Welcoming their sung expres-
sions into our own traditions enriches our understanding of who we are as 
Lutherans. Romans 12:5 (NRSV) states, “So in Christ we, though many, 
form one body, and each member belongs to all the others,” and yet the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), to which we belong, 
has traditionally held to our Euro-centric heritage and music.  Our Evan-
gelical Lutheran Worship hymnal upholds those traditions, while expand-
ing our understanding of what it means to be in community with Luther-
ans around the world.
 
Familiarity makes us comfortable but dulls our natural curiosity, challeng-
ing our bridge-building to people who may seem (initially) different from 
us. Singing others’ songs tells them they are important to our shared faith 
and that they, too, belong and have much of value to teach us. Uplifting 
Spanish and African Kyrie settings (Lord, Have Mercy), hymns such as 
the joyful Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (#674, from Jamaica), and 
Irish and English folk hymns (such as Come, Join the Dance of Trin-
ity (#412) and the Canticle of the Turning (#723), which we recently 
included in worship) add dance-like celebration to our expression of the 
Gospel message. The Korean Come, Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247) 

and African-American Spirituals 
like Give Me Jesus (ELW 770) let 
us express longing in new ways.
 
Welcoming others’ songs helps 
us build bridges and fosters the 
sense of true community we seek, 
reminding us that we are ONE in 
Christ. Our hymnal lets us celebrate 
our diversity together.  Hallelujah!

~ Laurel Sanders

May 2021 Sunday 
Worship Schedule at 

Grace Lutheran

• 8:30 a.m.: Drive-in Service 
at Grace’s Parking Lot (rain 
or shine)

• 9:30 a.m.: Outdoor in-person 
worship in the Courtyard 
(near the Columbarium, 
weather permitting)

• 10:30 a.m.: Radio broadcast 
on WRSC 93.3 FM, 1390 
AM, and streamable world-
wide

In addition, a prerecorded video 
edition of worship debuts each 
Sunday at 7:00 am on Grace’s 
YouTube Channel.
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Offerings in February were less than budgeted income, but similar to actual giving during February in prior 
years. Due to the continuing pandemic, which has moved worship and many of our programs online, expenses 
remain well under budget, which has helped us financially. We are grateful for your faithful support. To automate 
your giving, look for the Direct Debit Form on the GIVE page of our website at www.glcpa.org or you can contact 
Laurel Sanders, Business Manager, at lsanders@glcpa.org. Alternatively, you can set up regular or special giv-
ing with most major credit cards using Tithe.ly, which can also be found on our website under the GIVE menu.  
Thank you!

 Actual Income vs
Expense

February 2021 

Budgeted Income vs
Expense

 February 2021
+ or (-) %

Income $ 60,029.76 $ 73,270.00 -$ 13,240.24 -18.07 %

Expenses $ 63,013.52 $ 72,534.38 -$ 9,520.86 -13.13 %

Net Income -$ 2,983.76 $ 735.62

Finances for 2021

Grace Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten’s 
has a new fundraising opportunity

Grace Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten has partnered with RX-
fundraising and Rite Aid to establish a fundraising program that earns 
funds every time a registered participant fills a prescription or shops at 
their local Rite Aid using their wellness+ rewards number.

The program is free for participants to use and GLPK will receive 
funds at the end of each quarter based on the number of prescriptions 
filled and qualifying purchases that its registered participants make.

Getting started is easy. Just follow these three easy steps:
1. Support GLPK by completing the registration form at support.

rxfundraising.com/GLCPA.
2. Register for a Rite Aid wellness+ rewards number (if you don’t al-

ready have one).
3. Transfer your existing prescriptions to Rite Aid and start using 

your Rite Aid wellness+ rewards number to accrue funds for us on 
prescriptions and qualifying purchases. RXfundraising will auto-
matically give funds to GLPK for 36 months if you continue to fill 
prescriptions and shop at Rite Aid using your wellness+ rewards 
number.

Please feel free to reach out to Dawn (dvandenheuvel@glcpa.org; 238-
8110) if you have any questions or need assistance with the registration 
process. Thank you for your support!

Special Easter Offering 
Recipient: Camp 
Sequanota
Please consider donating to this 
year’s Special Easter Offering, 
Camp Sequanota. This is OUR 
Lutheran Conference Center and 
Camp which many of us have en-
joyed through the years. It is nature 
at its best and a wonderful place 
to draw closer to God. In fact, our 
Helping Hands team will be work-
ing there on various projects during 
the week of May 2-6.  If you’re in-
terested in that ministry and would 
like to experience the peace and 
beauty of this place, see page 9.

If you would like to make a dona-
tion to this Special Easter Offering, 
please do so via postal mail to our 
church office with Camp Sequanota 
on the memo line of your check, 
OR electronically via Tithe.ly on 
the GIVE page of our website, www.
glcpa.org. Camp Sequanota website, 
https://sequanota.com/ 
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OUT OF THE COLD FOLLOW-UP
Thank you to everyone that supported OOTC this year (I heard they 
really like our meals). Thank you to the preschool for allowing OOTC to 
occupy the Miller Center for two weeks and to the sextons for all of your 
help. It takes a team to make this happen. Grace finished hosting Out of 
the Cold on March 22nd. This was a very different year and I appreciate 
everyone going with the flow and stepping into some new roles. We had 
between 10 and 12 guests per night of which there were generally four 
women. The number of women is larger than usual and may be related 
to COVID. We have been able to place about 4 or 5 guests per month 
into transitional types of housing, which has been wonderful. 

Changes have occurred at both the overnight shelter and the day shelter 
and OOTC is looking for volunteer assistance for both. There is also a 
part-time job available for the overnight shelters.
Part-time job for Overnight Shelters: 
 We are looking for a few part-time staff to work 1 to 4 nights per 

week as the Overnight Staff person. This person is paid an hourly 
rate. This is the person that stays up during the night and works from 
10:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. Call 814-852-8864 or email ootccentreco@
gmail.com to apply.  

We are also looking for volunteers at the day shelter on S. Atherton. 
There are several opportunities here.  
 Day Shelter Volunteer: Day Shelter volunteers welcome guests, fa-

cilitate shower schedules, interact with guests (playing games, chat-
ting, etc.), help with cleaning, donation organization, and more. 
(Many of you have come to interact with the guests in the evening 
and found them to not be very talkative as they are ready to wind 
down for the evening. They are much more talkative and would love 
to visit during the day.) We also need folks willing to make meals for 
the weekend.  

Everyday at the Day Shelter and Resource Center: https://www.signup-
genius.com/go/30e0f45a9ad2ba5fa7-dayshelter1

 Evening Host, from 8–10 p.m.:  Evening hosts help with check in, 
serving dinner, facilitating showers and laundry (if provided at shelter), 
interacting with guests (playing games, chatting, etc.), cleaning and 
more. 

 Meal Provider: Prepare a meal for guests. If you would like to stay 
and help serve the meal, you are welcome to do so.

 Emergency Overnight Subs: Sign up to be an overnight shift helper if 
we need backup due to staff scheduling or staff sickness. Email ootc-
centreco@gmail.com, if you are interested in this role.

Links to some volunteer opportunities at upcoming congregations:
• April 5-18 at Friends Meetinghouse: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E0F45A9AD2BA5FA7-outofthe25
• April 19 - May 2 at Faith United Church of Christ: https://www.

signupgenius.com/go/30E0F45A9AD2BA5FA7-ootc8

~Pam Soule

State College 
Food Bank  
We’re slogging our way through 
this pandemic and those at Grace 
who can help are still helping. 
If you’re able, please join us in 
donating to the State College Food 
Bank via Grace. Contributions 
may be made via postal mail to our 
church office with SC Food Bank 
on the memo line of your check, 
or electronically via Tithe.ly on the 
GIVE page of our website, www.
glcpa.org.

If you make sure that the hungry 
and oppressed have all that they 
need, then your light will shine 
in the darkness, and even your 
bleakest moments will be bright as 
a clear day.  - Isaiah 59:10

Allegheny Lutheran 
Social Ministries 
Membership Drive
ALSM membership drive 
pamphlets are available on the 
cart in the main entrance for pick 
up. If you would like one mailed 
to you, please contact Bonnie 
Miller at bmiller7515@aol.com 
or call 814-466-7515.  

For more information about 
ALSM, look at our website at 
https://www.alsm.org/about/

Thank you for your support!
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Green Tip for April
It’s the perfect time to start a 
garden indoors. Consider involv-
ing your children or grandchildren 
and plant seeds in cups or pots. You 
may want to copy 1 Corinthians 
3:6 (“I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it, but God has been mak-
ing it grow.”  -NIV) and placing it 
by the pots. 

Consider fast growing and/or hardy 
plants to keep kids interested. Some 
good choices: radishes, pumpkins, 
marigolds, cherry tomatoes, snap 
peas, microgreens and sunflowers.

As you talk and work together, you 
will be growing not only food and 
flowers, but also a new generation 
that loves nature and wants to care 
for it—because you do! If your 
young relatives or friends live far-
away or still cannot safely garden 
by your side due to COVID or other 
reasons, perhaps make showing 
the progress of the plants a part of 

a weekly Zoom or 
FaceTime call.

COVID Vaccine Assistance
Are you in need of a COVID vaccine shot, 
but frustrated by the difficulty of finding an 
appointment and the accompanying maze of 
waiting lists and confusing computer sites? 
Help is on the way! 

Grace’s own Becky Krantweiss is offering to 
help anyone who needs assistance finding a 
vaccine appointment. If you would like Becky’s 
assistance, please leave your name with Sheri at 
Grace’s office (238-2478) and she will promptly get you on Becky’s list. 
There is no charge. Becky has graciously donated her time to offer this 
service.

HELPING HANDS
Come help with the May project 

at Camp Sequanota
The Helping Hands Team will be heading to Camp Sequanota May 2-6 
to help them out with various projects ahead of the summer camping 
season. 

A planning meeting for the trip 
will be held Wednesday, April 7 

at 6:30 p.m. via zoom. 

The invite for the meeting will be sent out 
a few days ahead of the meeting. If anyone 
is interested in going on the trip, would 
like more information about Helping Hands, or would like to be added 
to our email list, please reach out to Alyson Hoegg at alysonm.hoegg@
gmail.com.

DID YOU KNOW…

{...Grace Lutheran’s YouTube 
channel hosts our weekly Sunday 
and special worship services, 
seasonal music playlists, and more? 
Visit www.glcpa.org; click on the 
blue triangle icon on the right side 
of the home page.

Stephen Ministry is Here to Help
The Stephen Ministry program recently purchased a 
series of booklets, Journeying Trough Grief, which 
we will be providing to anyone who has lost a loved 
one in the past year or who suffers a loss in the future. During this time 
when visitation has been difficult, we will continue to care for all who 
request it in a way that is safe and still personal. If you or a loved one is 
suffering in any way, please contact Brenda Palmgren, Stephen Leader 
(bpalmgren@glcpa.org) or Pastor Carolyn Hetrick (pastorhetrick@glcpa.
org) and we will provide you the help you need. Stephen Ministers are 
available and trained to help those who would like someone to share their 
grief or circumstance. It is strictly confidential. 
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Lutheran Student Community 
/ Lutheran Campus Ministry 
at PENN STATE

Both online and in person, LSC and LCM are a welcoming community, 
here to support students. We continue to offer a community where all 
are truly welcome to come as you are, where care and connection can 
be found, and where you can share both the struggles and the joys you 
encounter. 
Check our website and social media for additions and changes as the 
University adjusts to the unfolding COVID-19 situation. We hope to be 
allowed to have some additional in-person events this month!

WEEKLY EVENTS
Night Prayer Sundays, 9-9:20 p.m. Online
Set aside some quiet time for prayer, to connect with God, and feel 
centered before the week begins. This brief casual service will 
include a scripture reading, prayers, music and time for reflection. 
Pop Up Office Hours Tuesday, 3-4 p.m. Online  (other times by 
appointment)
Need to chat or vent or just talk about your day? Campus minister 
Alicia Anderson is always willing to be a listening ear. Weekly Pop 
Up Office Hours are online or outside with masks, depending on the 
weather. Check our events calendar for the location or link (if the 
weather is right, she may bring a dog or two along). If you need to 
arrange a different time, just email or text. 

 Evening Prayer ONLINE and IN PERSON Thursdays,  6-7 p.m.
Online & Pasquerilla Spiritual Center
Gather for prayer, music, reflection, and community with folks online 
and in person. We’ll use music recorded by our own community. Digi-
tal worship resources will be shared as we gather. Please use which-
ever option works best for you to join!

UPCOMING EVENTS
QNA (Questions Not Answers) – April 11 from 7-8 p.m. Online
Join an intergenerational discussion with lots of questions and no easy 
answers! Our discussion will focus on immigration and the current 
situation at the US/Mexico border. Come join the conversation! Email 
Carla Rossi for the event link: ckrossi@comcast.net. 
Antiracism Discussion – 20, April 23, 7-8 p.m. Online
Learn and talk together with other people of faith as we grow in 
our understanding of racism and how we can be anti-racist day 
to day. We will be exploring anti-racism using a variety of online 
resources. You’ll find the link and specific focus on our event calendar.

Blessings as the new year begins! Stay safe! 
We thank God for you every time we think of you.  

Contact Alicia Anderson, Campus Minister at ara2@psu.edu or 
814.360.0601 with questions.

QNA - Questions, not 
Answers 
QNA - Questions, not Answers 
- will meet Sunday, April 11 
at 7 p.m. via Zoom. If you are 
interested in attending, please 
email Carla Rossi at ckrossi@
comcast.net for the link to the 
meeting.

If you previously participated in 
QNA, we hope you will join us 
again. If you haven’t, newcomers 
are always welcome. 

Our discussion will focus on 
immigration and the current 
situation at the US/Mexico border.
Please come, via your computer 
or phone, with your additional 
questions; be prepared to leave 
without answers.

Garden of Readin’
The April meeting of Garden 
of Readin’ (women’s book club) 
will be Tuesday, April 20 at 
10:30 a.m. remotely via Zoom. 
The next book is The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time by Mark Haddon. The 
discussion will be facilitated by 
Lois Lynn.  Contact Laura Pauley 
(llp1@psu.edu) or Lois Lynn 
(loissteve@comcast.net) for more 
info.



12

APRIL CALENDAR 

Sunday, April 4
 Happy Easter!

Saturday, April 10
 2:00 p.m. – Easter Egg Car 

Scavenger Hunt

Sunday, April 11
• 9:30-10:00 a.m. – Zoom Family 

Sunday School
• 7:00 p.m. Confirmation on Zoom

Sunday, April 18
 7-8 p.m. – High School Youth 

Group at Tussey Mt. Mini Golf

Sunday, April 25
• 9:30-10:00 a.m. – Zoom Family 

Sunday School

MAY PREVIEW
Sunday, May 2
• 9:30-10:00 a.m. – Zoom Family 

Sunday School
• 7:00 p.m. Confirmation in 

person, Grace Parking Lot

Sunday, May 16
 6-8 p.m. – High School Youth 

Group at Tussey Mountain 
Mini-Golf

Faith Formation Ministries
Friends, one year later -
When putting together the April Grace Notes of 2020, it seemed 
unimaginable that one year later we would not be in the church and 
that things which were familiar have become “a thing of the past.” 
Masks, distancing, and Zooming have replaced many activities that 
used to fill up our days. While there have been many bright spots as a 
result of this new normal, there is still a sadness and grief for what 
was lost. Faith Formation has tried to fill some of the gaps from what 
was to the reimagined new. All of us are trying to navigate through 
the present and project what the future may hold. Thank you for your 
patience. The popular saying, “we are all in this together,” applies here 
as well. We may not always hit the mark the first time. We are open 
to suggestions, ideas, and thoughts about what you like, miss, or would 
like to try, we are happy to listen. While we chart a new course, we will 
not yield in our commitment to you, your family, and our love for shar-
ing the gospel. As we move forward, we ask you to keep in mind that, 
“extra grace may be required.”

 ~ Cindy and Peter

Easter Egg Car Scavenger Hunt
It’s Easter Egg hunt time for all ages! Instead of 
this tradition being just for the kids, it is for all 
ages! Meet at the church parking lot on Saturday, 
April 10 at 2 p.m. to drive around to locations in 
the State College area to find some Easter Eggs. 
This will be a fun socially distanced event from 
your car!

Family Sunday School
Family Sunday School continues on Zoom and with the resources on our 
website. April’s topic is “Lydia.” Please check your email for the Zoom 
link during the week prior to Sunday, April 11 and April 25. 
Typically, we are on about a half hour beginning at 9:30 a.m. Since we are 
not hosting in-person classes, Sunday school resources are posted on our 
Faith Formation website (http://www.glcfaithformation.org/sunday-school.
html with the password Grace2020).

Confirmation Classes continue Online
Confirmation class now consists of online assignments and a monthly 
zoom session. Plan to meet on Zoom for a lesson on April 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
Check your email for the Zoom link in the week leading up to April 7.

High School Youth Group
We continue Youth Group on the third Sunday each month. You may have 
missed it, but our last meeting (in March) was in-person in the parking 
lot. Spring has sprung, so we will meet either outside or in the gym. Our 
time together will include a check-in and discussion of the ELCA Faith 
Lens. Meet us in the parking lot on Sunday, April 18 from 7-8 p.m. 
See you safely there!

Save the Date!
Family Vacation Bible School 
will be offered Sunday, June 27 – 
Thursday, July 1, 2021
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Afternoon Painting Event
Recap 

Thank you, Mrs. Nelson and the Palmgren support 
staff, for making our afternoon of painting a 
success. The art that was created on Zoom in that 
two-hour period was individual, inspirational, 
and spiritual. Isn’t it amazing to see how each 
of our different points of view come together to 
form the community of Grace Lutheran Church? 
Perhaps there needs to be another painting event 
in the future? 
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Dates to Remember! 

Thur. & Fri., April 1 & 2
 No School

Sunday, April 4
 Happy Easter

Monday, April 5
 Make-up day for school closings

Thurs. & Fri., April 22 & 23   
 Chapel

Christian FoCus Box For april!  
God Gives us new liFe 

“For God so loved the world that he Gave his only son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish, 
but may have eternal liFe.” - John 3:16 

sCienCe exploration: disCoverinG nature - plants
enriChment theme: Be niCe to a tree!

• E-mail: glpk@glcpa.org 
• Phone: 814-238-8110  
• Web: www.glcpa.org

March Highlights 2021
A year ago this month we were in school for one week of March. We 
are so pleased to have been open for the 2020-2021 school year. We are 
very grateful to the church staff for their support, as well as the support 
and lots of extra cleaning by the church sextons and GLPK staff. We 
have had to make many difficult decisions regarding when to close the 
school or close specific classrooms and have relied heavily on the PA 
DOH to provide us guidance. We are so fortunate to have school fami-
lies that have always understood and supported our decisions, as well as 
being vigilant in keeping their children home at the slightest sign of the 
sniffles. 

We are happy to report that all of our current staff members have been 
vaccinated to some degree. A few have had both shots of the Pfizer vac-
cine, a few have had the first shot and a few have been given the one-
and-done Johnson and Johnson vaccine. 

We look forward to the day when we can all be back in the sanctuary for 
our monthly chapel devotions with the pastors and as a place to hold our 
special events. We have canceled all of our scheduled gatherings for this 
year. We hope you all are staying safe and healthy and we know that you 
feel the same about getting back to worship in this beautiful building 

with our caring pastors and their staff.

Grace Lutheran 
Preschool’s 2021-2022 

School-Year 
Registration Now Open

We are accepting registrations for 
the 2021-2022 school year. 

All registered applicants will 
receive confirmations of 

enrollment. Please contact the 
school office if you or someone 

you know would like more 
information about our school.

814-238-8110   
www.glcpapreschool.org

glpk@glcpa.org

Save the Date for Centre Gives
Grace Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten will be participating in 
Centre Gives this year. All donations will go toward our tuition assistance 
fund to help bridge the gap between 
the cost of tuition and the amount 
an individual family can afford. 
Centre Foundation’s 36-hour online 
giving event is set to begin on May 
11 at 9 a.m. and conclude on May 
12 at 9 p.m. This event is designed 
to support the great work of local 
nonprofits serving Centre County.
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Miss Anne (left) and Miss Teri’s (right) classes celebrated our March Spirit Days with “Silly Socks Days.”

Miss Debbie’s class studied “D” for dinosaur. Miss Teri’s enrichment theme was Meet the 
Mice! They used Kevin Henkes children’s 
books for a month of fun reading.

One of Miss Amanda’s March 
letters of the week was “N” for 
numbers!

Mrs. Wylie’s class 
concluded their science 
theme of building and 
construction with tile 
towers.
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February & March Pastoral Acts

Prayer List for April

April Worship Sponsors

Bulletin Covers

April 4 -  Joyce Sipple dedicated in memory of her son,  
 Scott Sipple

April 11 -  Linda Christensen dedicated in memory of   
 Wanetta Lohr

April 18 -  Anonymously dedicated to the Glory of God 

April 25 -  Ted Oyler dedicated in honor of Jennifer,   
 Trey and Linlee Oyler

We sincerely thank all of our 
generous sponsors!

All Military & Nat’l Guard   
 and all serving in war-torn   
 countries
Theresa Alves, friend of 
 Brenda Kim
Deb Baysinger’s cousin 
Sylvia Belanger, mother of
 Joe Belanger 
Debbie Bolthouse 
Barbara Braun’s niece 
Mary and Phil Bucher 
Ann Cathcart
Sandy Cassady 
Denise Centini
Scott Cocolin
Carol Confer
Cathy Cutter
William Davies
Marie Dallery mother of Sharon  
 Shurgalla
The family of Dorothy 
 Diefenderfer, upon her death
Eti Dvir, mother-in-law of
 Rachel Wolkenhauer 

Patrick Dugan, grandson of
 Paul and Kathryn Mackes 
Steve Ellis
Craig Evanego
Rose Fedora, friend of Elaine  
 Ebeling
Barry Fisher
Ellen Cable upon the death of  
 her Stepfather, Bob Fry
Jane Gamble, sister-in-law of
 Holly Stoltzfus 
Vicki Garvin
Cay Griel
Mae and Ellen, friends of 
	 Alice	Griffin
Mary Ann Hanelly and family,  
 friends of Betsy Will
Shawn Hintosh
Dick Houtz
Bob Igoe
Kate Kempf, daughter of Pete  
 and Angie Kempf and grand- 
 daughter of Merle and Kathy  
 McCalips

June Krumrine
Paul and Sandy Larson 
Linda Leslie mother of
 Brianne Slane 
Paul Lloyd, son of Pat Lloyd 
Shirley Lucas 
Tom Lucas
Paul Mackes
Carol Major, friend of Brenda   
 Palmgren 
Dennis McClure
Danielle McHenry 
Kim Marsh
Amy Nevling
Dottie Niklos, mother of Bob   
 Igoe
Zach Pfeil, brother of Megan   
 Widener
Margie Prothro, sister of Ed   
 Jenkins
Sophia Reutzel
Jan Rockey and family upon the  
 death of Mel Rockey
Becky Rogers

Dottie Roberts
Beverly Sampsell
Margaret Schrock, mother of
 Kathy Weimer
Nancy Schuchert, mother of
 Joe Schuchert 
Ken Shultz
William D. Snape Sr., brother of  
 Phyllis Favorite
Emily and Charlotte Spearly 
Jack Sylves and family and
 grandparents Tom and Marj  
 Eakin 
Karen Tupman, cousin of Phyllis  
 Favorite
Jan Walk, friend of Elaine 
 Ebeling 
Brenda & Ken Walsh
Greg Weimer

Deaths - Funerals/Memorials

• Isabel Roof, died February 22
• Melvin Rockey, died February 26
• Dorothy Diefenderfer, died March 1

• Mary Lou Swan, graveside service performed by 
Pastor Schul on March 11

Maundy Thursday, April 1 - Tom & Marj Eakin dedicated  
    to the Glory of God  
Good Friday, April 2 - Paul & Leslie Wagner dedicated  
  to the Glory of God

April 4 -   Spence & Vicki Garvin dedicated to the   
 Glory of God 

April 11 -  John & Bonnie Miller dedicated in honor of  
 their grandchildren  

April 18  -  Harold & Sandy Cassady dedicated in honor  
 of their son and daughter

April 25 -  Barbara Bingaman dedicated in honor of her  
 great grandchildren

Radio Sponsors
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April Birthdays
  1 Jeremy Burris
  1  Sarah Rodgers
  2 Caroline Leopard
  2 Kenneth Walsh
  2 Andrea Dowhower
  2 Karl Hosterman
  2 Dennis Hall
  2 Abby Myers
  2 Kelly Borchert
  2 David Hunter
  3 Renee Buda
  3 Robert Voigt
  3 Merilee Peery
  3 Patrick Belanger
  3 Katarina Caverly Kelley
  4 Seth Elder
  4 Ethan Humm
  4 Chris Schell
  4 Adam Hallacher
  4 Thomas Coup
  5 Kevin Weimer
  5 Missy Garvin
  5 Pamela Carina
  6 John Diercks
  6 Nick Downs
  6 Kathryn Fritz
  6 Geoffrey Glocke
  6 Christopher Krupp
  6 Michael Waite

  7 Marisa Sparrow
  7 Susan Myers
  7 Sharon Hege
  8 Gavin Smarkusky
  8  Pamela Soule
  9 Carol Ferraro
  9 Tom Moyer
  9 Becca Harlor
  9 Andrea Hoffer
10 Zachary Myers
10 Beverly Sampsell
10 Michele Steudler
10 Phyllis Favorite
10 George Schmidt III
11 Carol Morrell
11 Elena Blazina
11 Brianne Slane
12 Michael Odland
12 Ashlyn Edgar
12 Janet VanWinkle
12 Joan Griesel
12 Earl Lybarger
12 Marlowe Sylves
13 Jane Wallick
13 Susan Martin
13 Joe Belanger
14 Sharon Scilingo
14 Alexandra Bush
14 Clara Glocke

15 Edwina Sims
15 Jeannine Debnar
16 Cindy Conron
16 Linda Cocolin
16 Brittney Cable
16 Emilio Schul
17 Robert Jeanmenne
17 Cynthia Tibbott
17 Betsy Burd
18 Joseph Dzvonyicsak
18 Maeve Flanagan
18 Michelle Sanders
19 Bruce Rathfon
19 Anne Rohrbach
19 Jonna Belanger
20 Celeste Houseknecht
20 Edward Balaban
21 Oscar Narber
21 Alexander Stover
21 Michael Stewart
21 Daniel Prince
21 Samuel Bollinger
21 Amy Czekaj
21 Charles Martin
21 Charles Caylor
21 Lincoln Rinehimer
22 Sarah Swartz
22 Erica Culler Fitz
22 Gail Hoover

22 Adrianna Steward
23 Vicki Sue Golemboski
23 Michael Janik
23 Elijah Albert
23 Matt Hosband
24 William Mahon
24 Victoria Smith
24 Torie Houseknecht
24 Emma McCurdy
24 Pamela Ruest
25 Brenda Kim
25 Grant Davis
25 Ted Oyler
25 Stephen Giacobe
26 Brian Christian
26 Justine Gibble
26 Adam Stover
26 Matt Rosengrant
27 Beth Egan
27 Ella Doby
28 Erin Glocke
28 Andrew Ford Morrison
29 Ogden Burris
29 Barbara Hackenberry
29 Emily Cutter
29 Jane Myers
30 Anna Graef
30 Nelson Stager 

DID YOU KNOW…

{	...Grace’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held 
 online via Zoom on May 23? Save the date!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  
10:30 a.m. Worship on the Radio  
Broadcast on WRSC 1390 AM and 93.3 FM is active

Enjoy pre-recorded Sunday Video Worship from our   
website: glcpa.org anytime   

       


