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What does the Church seek to accomplish with the season of Advent?  If you were with 

us on December 1, the First Sunday of Advent, then the lessons that day would suggest that 

Advent’s focus is on preparing us for Jesus’s “second coming.”  But if you were to evaluate 

Advent on the basis of the lessons assigned to the Second and Third Sundays of Advent this year, 

which focus on the relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist, you’d reasonably conclude 

that Advent has something to do with the commencement of Jesus’s mortal ministry.   

 

But today, the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the season seems to be taking yet another 

unexpected twist, as our Gospel lesson directs us not to the Second Coming or the beginning of 

Jesus’s mortal ministry, but even further back in the story, to the time when Mary was still 

carrying Jesus in her womb.  And so if this was the only Sunday of Advent that you attended 

worship, what would you think Advent is?  You’d probably say that it’s just nothing but the 

warmup act for Christmas. 

 

In fact though Advent takes us on a journey far broader in scope than you might think.  

It’s a journey of stories and prophesies from the past 3,000 years designed to confront us with 

what’s arguably the most important question you’ll ever ask: What’s Jesus got to do with me?  

Whether we consider Jesus from the standpoint of the distant past, the distant future, or 

especially the here-and-now, so much hangs on that one, solitary question.  What’s Jesus got to 

do with me? 

 

Have you ever seriously considered that question?  It’s something I think we all must do, 

but be careful… Jesus can be annoyingly persistent in his love.  You give him an inch in your 

heart and he’s going to want the whole thing.  He doesn’t want just a part of you.  He wants all 

of you.  Jesus is not for dabblers, and he’s not content with part-time disciples.  It’s sort of like 

fire.  Fire, if unchecked, doesn’t decide to burn just half the log.  It’s going to keep burning and 

burning until there’s nothing left to burn.  Jesus is like a fire too – a fire of love that wants to 

consume you.  And so maybe you can put the question off for a while, but eventually you will 

have to ask it.  What’s Jesus got to do with me? 

 

In today’s Gospel lesson, that’s precisely the question Joseph is asking.  Consider his 

situation.  He’s engaged to Mary.  That word “engaged” though doesn’t have quite the same 

meaning it has now.  There was no diamond ring or fancy photo shoot of the happy couple.  It 

was more like an arrangement.  We don’t know a lot about this particular arrangement.  It’s 

possible that Joseph and Mary were of similar age and deeply in love, and in accordance with the 

customs of the day, the families had come to an agreement for Mary to become Joseph’s spouse.  
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But there’s also an ancient tradition which holds that Joseph was significantly older than Mary, 

perhaps even a widower, and that she was entrusted to him as a custodian – a caretaker – a 

protector.1  Either way, the fact that Mary was now carrying someone else’s baby was a terrible 

scandal that threatened to cast great shame not only on Mary but especially on Joseph.   

 

What’s Jesus got to do with me?  Surely that’s the question Joseph was asking.  And so 

applying his reason and experience, and seeking to avoid further scandal, he weighed his options 

and decided to quietly send her away.  But as with all big decisions, it’s good to sleep on it.  And 

so he did.  And as he slept, an angel appeared in a dream, told Joseph not to be afraid, and then 

assured Joseph that Mary was telling the truth.  This baby was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  

This was the Son of God, the Messiah who had been prophesied and promised for centuries upon 

centuries. 

 

This story has always intrigued me, as has Joseph.  The Bible doesn’t include a single 

spoken word from him.  Almost every big decision he makes comes as a result of a dream.  And 

so on the basis of an angel’s word, he takes this child as his own.  He protects him.  He will 

devote his life to him and the baby’s mother, to the point that he will keep them safe by leading 

them all the way to Egypt and back.  Joseph’s faith and trust in God is awe-inspiring.  So what’s 

Jesus got to do with Joseph?  Everything. 

 

Joseph of course isn’t the only one who had to wrestle with this question.  So did Mary.  

So did John the Baptist.  So did Peter and all the disciples.  So did Paul.  And so has every 

follower of Jesus since then.  All of them at one time or another have to engage that most 

fundamental of questions.  What’s Jesus got to do with me? 

 

How have you answered that question?  Our tendency with every question is to apply 

rational thought, weigh the evidence, test our theories, and come to logical, indisputable answers.  

That doesn’t work so well in matters of faith though.  Take the apostle Paul.  He was one of the 

smartest, most educated men of his time.  Yet in his letters to the Corinthians, he states that as he 

tried to figure out what Jesus has to do with him, he – Paul - had to let go of his human wisdom 

because it was worthless compared to God’s wisdom.  Paul concluded that, “the wisdom of this 

world is foolishness with God.”2  Eventually it was a vision of the risen Christ that convinced 

Paul, just like Joseph, to devote his life to Jesus. 

 

What’s Jesus got to do with you?  I can’t promise you a dream or a vision.  As Lutherans, 

we confess, in accordance with Luther’s explanation of the third article of the Apostle’s Creed, 

that we cannot, by our own reason or strength, believe in Jesus or come to him, but instead rely 

on the Holy Spirit to bring us to faith.  This is where the limitations of our wisdom, logic, and 

reason are exposed.  I can’t offer you an easy method to decide what Jesus has to do with you.  

But I promise you that if you pray for God to reveal that answer to you, you will eventually 

receive it.  Be forewarned though.  Like I said earlier, Jesus loves you so much that he doesn’t 

want just a part of you.  He wants all of you.  He wants to be your everything. 

 

Discerning Christ’s call in our lives can be complicated.  It’s most reliably undertaken 

not just by yourself but with a person or community you trust.  See Pastor Hetrick or me if you 

want to explore this some more.  But let me offer some advice I recently heard from a theologian 
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that might at least get you started.  He said, “Sometimes people ask me ‘how do I know if 

something is from God? You know, a thought, a word, a motivation; how do I know if it’s 

coming from God or if it’s God-pleasing?’ And I think the answer is: you can tell if something is 

coming to you from God… if it leads to repentance and/or humility.”3  I would agree. 

 

With Jesus in his life, Joseph went from Bethlehem to Egypt and then finally to Nazareth.  

With Jesus in his life, Paul ended up traveling and preaching throughout the entire 

Mediterranean.  With Jesus in my life, I went from Maine to Gettysburg, Martinsburg, and 

finally State College - places I never expected I’d be.  What journey of grace, mercy, love, and 

transformation does Jesus have in mind for you? 

 

Jesus may not ask you pick up your family and move.  But he will compel your heart to 

reprioritize.  St. Augustine said it best: “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you, Lord.”  

That restlessness, that unsettledness, that tug you are feeling in your life just might be Jesus, 

asking you to reprioritize your heart with every daily decision you make.  It just might be Jesus, 

whispering “follow me” to you, just as he has whispered it to generations of his followers.  He 

wants to transform you with his love.  So what’s your next move?  What’s Jesus got to do with 

you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Citations: 
1 See the Protoevangelium of James 

2 1 Cor. 3:19 
3 Father Joseph Huneycutt, from a podcast interview accessible at www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/exlibris/we_came_we_saw_we_converted 


