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Imagine all the area hospitals and care facilities and shelters were 

simultaneously emptied- Could we bear the sight, much less the sounds? Can 

you imagine “When Jesus came down and saw the great crowd gathered 
around him…what he saw in the multitude of eyes directed at him? A host of 
lonely, incurably ill, miserable, guilt burdened, careworn people wracked by 

anxiety and fear. (Helmut Thielicke) What to do with a caravan of people coming from 
everywhere to see Jesus?  

Can you imagine such sorrow? 

Jesus used his power to heal them all, turning tears to tears of joy in the 

promise of a different future-lives can begin again! This blessing starts with 
Jesus coming down from the mountain.  Standing on the level of the crowds of 
“not blessed.” 

In ancient times the blessed ones were the gods living in a state of happiness 

and contentment beyond the cares of those down below. Or the blessed were 
those who had died and now were beyond the cares of earthly life. Being 
“blessed” came to refer to the elite, whose riches and power put them above 

the normal struggles and worries of lesser folks. Others believe that “blessed-

ness” is the result of living the right way. Do these things and be blessed with 
a great spouse, beautiful children, riches and health. A blessed person should 

have big and beautiful things. If you don’t, you must not be blessed. (Brian 

Stoeffregen) 

By any of these definitions, the “blessed” are clearly ABOVE it all. These poor, 

sick downtrodden people before Jesus are clearly NOT BLESSED. And not 

understood. For a holy one to stand among them was life altering.  

Recently at the gym, someone told me to have a “blessed day” and then said, 

“But of course YOU will. You’re a pastor.” Or in difficulties people say to 

me,“you probably wouldn’t know what it’s like, Pastor.” As though somehow a 
pastor is above all the real world stuff. Proof that maybe we too today suspect 

that God or those God sends among us are somehow “above it all.”  



We’re not of course. For all of us, Jesus gets down on our level. 

Bridging the gap and bonding with our real world, proclaiming,“YOU, all of 
you- are blessed.”  

What’s the epiphany? The power of what Jesus says and does for sure.  

But also what Jesus does not do. He does NOT do is pontificate or try to offer 

tips to achieve a blessed life. He heals people and blesses them. All of them. 
No matter who they were or where they were from or why their lives are a 

mess. This is not a blessing buried in the demands of the law. It is blessing 
spoken in a way that can reach people everywhere.   

Jesus comes to bless, not to dominate.  

To bond, not to stand above in superiority, talking about how bad people on 

the “outside” are.  

To bring grace and justice to life, not to give us a legal lecture.  

So we hear that Our past doesn’t define God’s future.  

No matter how often we lose sight of it, God is not about sorting folks into 
boxes of favored and cursed. Nor are we being asked to sort others for God. 
Jesus proclaims God blesses YOU all.  

God’s power and justice and perspective and desire revealed speak, 

 “you will be filled…you will laugh. Yours is the kingdom.”  

Imagine how that had the power to redefine “lonely, incurably ill, miserable, 
guilt burdened, careworn people wracked by anxiety and fear.” What blessing 

if these words have never been spoken to you. What blessing when it may feel 

it has been too long since you heard them.  

Now, can you imagine such joy? 

Jesus’ blessing redefines how the world works, and how it can and should 
continue to work for all.  

How do we live in a way that does justice to this new reality as Jesus’ 

disciples in the world?  

Perhaps in remembering we have an almost infinite capacity for self-

deception.  



We can fail to see how truly dependent and vulnerable we really are, or gloss 
over Jesus’ deeds and words that are intended to reveal God’s heart and 

justice. This is where the “woes” come in.  

They are not words for us to curse us or those we think deserve them.  

These woes are a clarion call to transformation for each of us in some way.  

Woe to you who are rich IF your abundance is without regard for the poverty 
of others. This is not God’s will.  

Woe when we do not trust in God over self- the poorer we will be.  

Not because God is not blessing us, but because we deceive ourselves.  

Woe when we spend our time and treasure and energy in ways that are not 

loving or about God’s justice.  

Woe to you who are full of yourselves now- laughing while oblivious to others. 

For you too will mourn and weep. Because no matter who we are-all our lives 
change.  

Perhaps we also do justice when we see the blessing in others in our 
pluralistic, non-Christian world. Sometimes as Christians we can fall into 
trying to dominate, or be superior, or lecture “the world.” 

And, perhaps we can hear anew that this kingdom work is not too expensive 

or high minded to be practical on our level.  

Saint Theresa of Calcutta, India said, “Find the sick, the lonely and the 

suffering right where you are. In your own homes and families, your own 
workplaces and schools. You can find Calcutta all over the world, if you have 

eyes to see.  

Everywhere, wherever you go, you find people who are unwanted, unloved, 
uncared for, just rejected by society- completely forgotten, completely left 

alone.”  

Can you imagine being an agent of Christ’s joy? This is our calling. 

To help others hear God’s word of grace for all. Jesus speaks clearly-You are 
NOT out of favor with God. God’s grace and great goodness are yours. Jesus 

has demonstrated the beginnings of this kingdom. 



We are called to carry it onward so God’s ongoing COMMUNITY WHERE 
JUSTICE, EQUALITY and COMPASSION are experienced as LIVING REALITY.  

The moral economy and divine reward system concepts still manage to float to 
the surface no matter how much we speak of grace. But the gospel of Christ is 

calling us back to God’s heart. 

Our loving Savior’s hand is not clenched in a smashing fist, but opened as an 

invitation to draw us ever into Christ centered kingdom. To hear Jesus’ words, 
experience acts guided by them, and come to trust in the Lord.  

Imagine a world healed by the power of knowing that no matter what anyone 
else says, God’s desire for everyone is life abundant, not poverty, or despair or 

judgmentalism.  

Wow! 

Friends, IT IS POSSIBLE. BUT this is only possible IN CHRIST.  

This sermon Jesus brings “will never be understood, indeed it will be 
misunderstood, if we separate the words spoken from the One speaking. The 

words themselves, apart from Christ, are nothing but a devastating statement 

of God’s radical demands. Only “in Christ” do these words become glorious 
gospel promising that for every one “life can begin again.”  

Jesus IS HERE in our midst, with a hand outstretched in our real world.  

May we be re-centered in this blessing, as the bridge to grace and justice.  

May we trust that God in Christ brings new life and a hopeful future into reality 

as the kingdom.  

And may we remember that our God wants to lead us all to a life so lovely we 

will weep, but our tears will be tears of joy. 


