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Have you ever tried to walk on a really muddy path?  I’m not talking about a path that’s 

merely sloppy or wet.  I’m talking deep, thick mud that threatens to suck the shoes right off your 

feet.  Walking in slop like that is rough.  It slows you down, wears you out, and demands so 

much attention to your feet that you can quickly lose sight of your destination. 

 

We call that getting bogged down.  It literally happens when we’re trying to slog through 

the mud.  But it happens metaphorically to us when we get caught up in things that are of 

secondary importance, things that slow us down, bind us up, and divert us from the things that 

really matter.  You can get bogged down at work when you get caught up in office politics or red 

tape that holds you back from completing your essential tasks.  Students get bogged down at 

school when learning is overshadowed by the drama of personality conflicts, the pressure to 

conform, bullying, or over-attention to extra-curricular activities.   

 

When we’re bogged down, we struggle to reach our primary destination.  We exhaust 

ourselves on things that aren’t crucial and we risk not moving forward on things of true 

significance.   

 

We can get bogged down in our faith lives as well.  This happens at churches when we 

get caught up in drama and power struggles and take our eye off Jesus.  Churches that get 

bogged down aren’t able to fulfill their core mission of worship, proclaiming the Gospel, loving 

God, and serving our neighbors.  This is turn adversely impacts church members.  We draw 

away from one another.  We draw away from God.  Our prayer lives dry up.  We find ourselves 

spending less time dwelling in God’s Word and more time dwelling in our own little reality 

show.   

 

Our Bible readings today illustrate this.  For example, our reading from the Book of Job 

focuses on a question that has bogged people down for thousands of years.  Why do bad things 

happen to us?  Is it because we have sinned and are being punished?  Is it because God is mad at 

us?  Are we just getting what we deserve?  These questions haunt us when we’re suffering, and 

often lead us to unfairly judge others who are suffering. 

 

Poor old Job had lost his family, his career, his health and his position in society.  

Everything he valued was taken away.  Job’s so-called “friends” had gathered to speculate why 

Job had suffered so horribly.  In their view, it had to have happened either because Job had done 

something unspeakably wicked, or God simply had it out for Job.  Throughout the book, Job 

challenged these unfair assertions.  But ultimately there was no way Job could convince anyone 
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of his righteousness or the utter unfairness of his predicament.  Job decided that getting bogged 

down in that drama wasn’t going to accomplish anything, and so instead, he elected to cling to 

the one thing he could trust.  Listen to his timeless words: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and 

at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my 

flesh I shall see God.”  Job was declaring that in a world that’s so difficult to understand, and in 

the midst of suffering we cannot explain, all that matters is holding onto our Redeemer.  This 

flesh may die but by God’s grace and mercy we live on. 

 

Do you ever get bogged down in the midst of your suffering and exhaust yourself looking 

for reasons why it’s happening?  And do you wear yourself ragged defending yourself from the 

judging eyes of others?  Don’t get stuck in that mud.  Like Job, ignore the drama and put your 

trust in God.  Because God loves you.  God will not abandon you.  Your Redeemer lives, and 

because he does, you too shall experience new life. 

 

Over in our Gospel lesson from Luke, we see the Sadducees getting bogged down with 

questions about heaven and resurrection.  They didn’t believe in an afterlife, and so they 

constructed a complicated hypothetical question to try to embarrass Jesus and to make their point 

that this world is all we’ll ever have.  Jesus’s response to them was that heaven does exist.  

Resurrection will happen.  And it will be more wonderful than anything you can imagine.  So 

don’t get bogged down worrying what heaven looks or feels like.  We’ll all know soon enough.  

For now, it’s enough to know that Jesus loves you.  Jesus will not abandon you.  Your Redeemer 

lives, and because he does, you too shall experience new life. 

 

Friends, take a moment and examine your own heart.  What’s bogging you down in your 

life right now?  What matter of secondary importance is preoccupying you and holding you back 

from embracing, experiencing, and trusting in the fullness of God’s love?   

 

As you ponder that, allow me to close today with a concrete example of what it looks like 

to focus on the essentials and to not get bogged down.  Seeing as Monday is Veteran’s Day, it 

seems appropriate that I do so through the words of a letter that US Army 1st Lt. Todd Weaver 

wrote to his baby daughter in the event that he should die in combat.  Lt. Weaver’s wife Emma 

found the letter on his computer after he was killed in action in September 2010 during his 

second tour of duty in Afghanistan.  The letter reads as follows: 

 

Dear Kiley, My Sweetie: Although you may not remember me, I want you to know 

how very much your Daddy loves you. I left for Afghanistan when you were 9 

months old. Leaving you was the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do. You are so 

very special to me sweetie – you are truly a gift from God. The best day of my life 

was the day you were born. Every time I saw you smile my heart would just melt. 

You were my sweetie – my life was not complete until you were born.  I am so 

sorry I will not be able to see you grow up. But remember, your Daddy is not 

gone. I am in heaven now smiling down on you every day. You are so very lucky 

to have such a wonderful Mom to take care of you. Make sure you are good for 

her and help her out whenever you can. Always remember to say your prayers at 

night and be thankful for all your many blessings. Never forget how important 

and special you are to so many people. We love you so very much. When you get 
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older and start school, do your best and try to learn as much as you can about the 

world you live in. Always be nice and caring to others and you will discover that 

the world will be nice to you. But when things aren’t going your way, never forget 

that God knows what is best for you and everything will work out in the end.  You 

have such a bright and beautiful future ahead of you. Have fun. Enjoy it. And 

remember, your Daddy will always be proud of you and will always love you. You 

are and will always be my sweetie.  With very much love, Your Daddy1 

 

Lt. Weaver didn’t get bogged down in deep questions of why he might die, why the war 

happened, or why he had to be deployed.  He only wanted his baby daughter to know the 

essential truths that her daddy loved her, God loved her, God would watch over her, and one day 

they would all be together again. 

 

That’s the message of grace and love that Jesus Christ brings to us today.  In the midst of 

the many questions, uncertainties and worries that life throws at us, we can easily become 

bogged down.  I invite you, with the help of God’s grace, to pull yourself out of that mud and 

focus on the essentials: Jesus loves you.  Jesus will not abandon you.  Your Redeemer lives, and 

because he lives, you too shall experience new life.  In that unshakable promise may we all be 

comforted, sustained, encouraged and filled with Christ’s hope and peace.  Amen. 
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