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Grace Lutheran Church 

The Rev. P. Stevens Lynn – Sermon 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

Fifth Sunday in Lent – Mark 12: 20-33 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ      

Amen. 

 Jesus is in Jerusalem for Passover.  It’s just a few days before his 

crucifixion.  Jerusalem was host to thousands of Jewish pilgrims – along with 

many Gentiles who had converted to Judaism. New converts were there at 

Passover as a way to show respect for and to learn about their new religion.  As 

they were there, they heard Jesus had arrived.  They knew Jesus was viewed by 

some as The Messiah – The new King of Israel.  So it was no surprise that these 

new converts asked the disciples to introduce them to Jesus.  The disciples did.  

Jesus’ reaction upon meeting them is a bit odd to me.  You’d think he’d have said 

– “Glad to meet you.  Tell me about yourselves.”  But no, Jesus used this as an 

opportunity to announce a shift in his ministry.  So, he said:  The hour is at hand 

for the Son of Man to be glorified.”  The last grains of sand were falling through 

the hourglass.  Jesus realized there was no time left for recruiting and developing 

relationships.  No time left for miracles to relieve suffering and convince the 

curious.  No time left – for the Passion was upon Jesus.  The grain of wheat had 

left its stalk and was falling to the ground, its death a certainty, its rebirth a 

mystery.  For the disciples this is a critical moment.  Jesus’ action in the next 

couple days would be the model for their and our lives.  Were they willing to 

follow Jesus and serve as he did?  “Whoever serves me must follow me,” said 

Jesus, “and where I am my servant will be.”   

 Next week is the climax – the epitome of Lent.  Next week is Holy Week 

and we will relive, with Christians all over the world, The Last Supper and foot 

washing.  The Crucifixion and the Resurrection of our Lord.  It was the critical 

moment for his disciples.  So here’s the question Jesus posed to them and now to 

us.  “Will you follow me?”  Are you following?  I believe your answer is “yes”; so, 

then, you must serve.  You must do humble service.  There are a few reasons why 

some churches are vital and alive and others are not. One important reason why 

some churches are jumping with life – is humble service in Jesus’ name.  Faith 

works – not just good works – but faith works – done in love and service to others 

because Jesus loves us.  The crucifixion of Jesus shows God’s conduct toward us.  
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That’s the meaning of calling his suffering and death, “The Passion.”  The 

suffering, the shame, the painful execution shows God’s intensity and love and 

fervor – Passion – for us.  It’s the example for our conduct to others while we live 

on this earth.  In Jesus, God poured God’s self out for us.  That’s God’s passion – 

that’s our guide – to pour ourselves out in service to each other. 

 And this brings us to another thing Jesus said in our Gospel lesson today.  

“When a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, then and only then does it bear 

fruit.  “Do some of you remember a movie that aired over 20 years ago now – in 

1995 – called “Mr. Holland’s Opus”?  It starred Richard Dreyfuss.  In the movie, 

Mr. Holland dreamed of being a composer, but a new baby in the family caused 

him to find a job teaching in high school.  Mr. Holland thought he could still keep 

his dream alive by writing music in his spare time.  But life and responsibilities 

were overwhelming and duties of teaching forced him to choose:  His dream 

symphony or his students’ education.  The composer died to the teacher.  But out 

of the death of his dream, came the genesis and fulfillment of another.  He had 

composed his opus – his musical masterpiece, and he did it not on a music staff or 

played by a symphony, but his opus was made and played in the lives of his 

students.  There was a brilliant symphony composed and woven through their lives 

that was encouraged and nurtured through his teaching. 

 Isn’t that what Jesus did?  When a grain of wheat falls to the earth – giving 

up its present life – dying for a new life that can bear much fruit.  Isn’t that Jesus?  

Isn’t Jesus that grain of wheat?  And now – a critical point in our Gospel lesson – 

Jesus said:  “God will honor the one who serves me.”  So it’s faith works done in 

Jesus’ name – done because Jesus loves us.  Jesus must be the example and the 

reason for our service.  It was Jesus’ suffering, death – his passion – that gives us 

the best model Jesus was the first grain from the stalk to fall and give himself 

away, otherwise there can be no fruit.  “When I am lifted up from the earth, then I 

will draw all people – all people to myself.  He was the first fruit of humble 

service.  We are not expected to die, as Jesus did, nor in our death could we 

accomplish what Jesus did in his. But we must keep our eyes on his cross – then 

and only then can we be empowered to humble service in his name.  We miss the 

boat when we churches and Christian movements de-emphasize the cross – the 

suffering and death – The Passion – because we want to “feel good” and we use 

worship as a provider of entertainment.  There is no Christianity without Jesus 

choosing his cross and without us experiencing his love and grace and forgiveness 

and then choosing to humbly serve as Jesus did.  The cross – Jesus pouring himself 

out in service to us – the cross, Jesus’ willingness to take our sins unto himself and 
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his willingness to cover us with his righteousness and his example of humble 

service to another. 

Walter Wangerin, an ELCA pastor and author wrote a wonderful story 

called, “Matthew – Seven, Eight and Nine.”  The story relates how Wangerin tried 

to stop his son, Matthew, from stealing comic books.  Wangerin tried everything – 

every discipline he and his wife knew to stop the destructive and illegal behavior.  

Finally he resorted to something he had never done.  He spanked his son.  And 

when he did it, he was so upset that he left his son’s room and cried. He wept.  

After pulling himself together he went to Matthew and hugged him.  Years later, 

Matthew and his mother were reminiscing, and Matthew brought up that period 

when he kept stealing comic books. “And you know why I finally stopped?” – He 

asked his mom.  “Sure”, his mom said, “Because your dad finally spanked you.”  

“No,” said Matthew, “that’s not why!  All that did was make me angry.  I stopped 

because I made Dad cry.” 

 The last week of Jesus’ life is called “The Passion” for a big reason.  God 

cared so much about us – that God cried because of our sins – our way of treating 

each other.  And in God’s broken body we are made whole.  Love for you, is the 

reason Jesus poured himself out – with all his intensity and fervor – passion – for 

you.  How can we not respond in pouring ourselves out in service to each other – 

in treating each other with love?  How can we not?  Amen. 

 


